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Foreword

I still remember the first time I came across Christian apologetics. Having completely blanked when asked by a coworker why I believed the Bible was anything more than “just another old book,” I began searching frantically to find the answer. That day, for the first time in more than twenty years of churched life, I came across the wonderful world of apologetics.

One reason our churches are failing today is because our people are unprepared for the questions they get from an unbelieving world. By God’s grace, I eventually found the answers needed to restore my trust in what I had been taught, but for many others the questions and objections to their faith remain unanswered. Complacency and emotionalism dominate most American churches, and believers are left ill-equipped for the reality of intellectual spiritual warfare.

The book you hold in your hands is one man’s effort to push back the tide of a church that values shallow faith. In this short volume, Wes Moore has answered fifty of the most common questions and objections that Christians face today, and he has done it in a way that is accessible to the average believer.

We are unbelievably blessed in this day and age with a plethora of great minds that actively defend the faith in various intellectual arenas. As brilliant as many of the arguments put forth in lectures and debates are, one must wonder how easily they translate into everyday discussions between coworkers, friends, and family members.

What if we didn’t just have a handful of great Christian thinkers that traveled around the country defending the faith? What if, instead, we also had an army of everyday believers who were equipped to answer the questions so many people are asking? How much more could be done across this nation, and even around the world, if average Christians like you and me personally responded to the intellectual obstacles the people around us are facing?

That picture is the backdrop of this book. Wes has written a simple-to-use and easy-to-understand book for everyday Christians. He has taken the arguments from the university classroom, distilled them, and put them in a format every believer can utilize.

But this book is not intended to be an end in and of itself. For what good is it to have the answers but never share them? To help you learn to share what you know, Wes has included several chapters on contemporary evangelism strategies from his book Forcefully Advancing. This important addition only adds to the value of The Spiritual Top 50.

Throughout this book, Wes’ heart for reaching the lost shines brightly, and his desire for you to share in the awesome work of the Great Commission has produced one of the most unique and helpful books on the subject of Christian apologetics and outreach. Read it, learn it, and then go out and “destroy arguments, and every lofty opinion raised against the knowledge of God” (2 Corinthians 10:5).

Kyle Valaer
Vice President
Evidence America





Introduction

Wake up! There’s no more time to stand on the sidelines. The game is on, and we’re down…big time. Muster your courage, step onto the battlefield, and engage the enemy.

But wait. You’ll need some new weapons if you’re going to help us win. And that’s what this book is all about. The battle for human souls is more intense than ever, but the playing field is not like it used to be. Our culture has changed. People are so skeptical today; they’re raised to doubt the Bible and the cross, and they think you’re just a legalistic hypocrite trying to sell them your “Jesus story.” So you can’t just knock on their door and expect them to become a disciple in five minutes. You need a new plan, a better strategy. You need to engage them at a deeper level and labor with them over a longer period of time. You must also answer their questions and overcome their objections. If you can’t dismantle the lies and false teachings that encompass their stony hearts, you’ll likely walk away disappointed.

Enter The Spiritual Top 50. This book is designed not only to give you answers to fifty of the most common questions asked in the culture today about God, the Bible, Jesus, science, truth, and the church, but also to share with you some key evangelism principles from Forcefully Advancing, a powerful new book designed to help you engage the lost in our twenty-first century culture.

The Spiritual Top 50 has two parts. Part 1 addresses not only the basics of apologetics and the top fifty spiritual questions in our culture, but also the “Seven Laws of Apologetics,” a collection of guidelines to make you more effective as you use apologetics to impact the lost around you.

In Part 2, you’ll learn the evangelism strategy you need to adopt to find success in witnessing in contemporary society. You’ll also learn the “Seven Laws of Evangelism,” a compact set of foundational principles for effective evangelism, and the REAP framework, a four-step process to engage the lost in your sphere of influence.

Now, turn the page and get to work! There are souls to win, and time is short.

Wes Moore
Founder & President
Evidence America





Part 1:
Apologetics






1. Apologetics: The Basics

I can still remember the ’84 starting lineup of the Atlanta Braves, my favorite baseball team growing up. There was Chris Chambliss at first, Glenn Hubbard at second, and Rafael Ramirez at short. Bob Horner played the hot corner, and Bruce Benedict was the catcher. In the outfield, you had Claudell Washington in left and Gerald Perry in right. And then there was the man, my man, center fielder, Dale Murphy. Boy, how I loved that guy!

Born to be a baseball player, Murph (that was his nickname) ran like the wind and hit homers like rockets. I remember one in particular, a zinger over the right field wall. From the instant it left his bat, it couldn’t have gone higher than twenty feet all the way out. Man, that thing was a missile!

Murph was my baseball hero, but there is one big disappointment for me where he is concerned: he was never elected to the Hall of Fame. And I don’t like that. Let me tell you why. He led the National League twice in homeruns and RBIs, and was also the only player ever to have a .300 batting average, hit thirty homeruns, drive in 120 runners, score 130 runs himself, and steal thirty bases in the same season (1983). Wow!

Dale Murphy should be in the Hall of Fame. That’s my position. But, obviously, not everybody agrees with me. While acknowledging the facts I just presented, some will say his weaknesses are too great to merit Hall admittance. They will point out, for example, his high career strikeouts—1,748—his not-so impressive lifetime batting average of .265, and his decline in productivity at a relatively early age.

In response, I say he has more than made up for these weaknesses through his positive influence on the game since his retirement, like founding iWontCheat.com, an organization encouraging kids not to use performance enhancing drugs.

But why on earth am I telling you all this? This isn’t a book about baseball players who should have been elected to the Hall of Fame, after all. Why, then, debate the issue here? Because this is apologetics. What I just did on behalf of my hero, Dale Murphy, is, in effect, apologetics, the subject of this book.

Apologetics is a big word, but don’t let it intimidate you. It comes from the Greek word apologia, which means “to defend.” Any time you take a position on something—from politics, to movies, to Dale Murphy—someone will disagree with you. They will challenge your position, and you will have to defend it. I have a position about Dale Murphy (and I just happen to be right), but others disagree, so I must defend what I believe. When I do this, I’m engaging in apologetics.

I also take a position on Jesus Christ, the Christian Bible, and the Christian faith. I believe—as do you and millions of others on this planet—that Jesus is the unique Son of God; that the Bible is God’s singular, complete, and credible communication to man; and that Christianity is the world’s only true, God-given faith system. Not everybody agrees with me, however, so I must defend what I believe. Furthermore, as someone called to convert others, I must also use apologetics to help my fellow men overcome their objections to Christianity and put their faith in the Jesus of the Scriptures.

The Roles of Apologetics

So what do we use apologetics for, anyway? Apologetics, first and foremost, strengthens the faith of the believer. Many of us have questions about our faith, nagging issues that exist in the back of our minds that make us wonder if we are right to believe what we believe. Each of these is like a time bomb in our faith foundation, and if we aren’t careful, these bombs can explode and destroy our faith. Over time, the doubts pile up, but the answers never come. Eventually we give up and walk away from Jesus altogether.

Given this reality, we cannot afford to continue to ignore the questions our fellow believers have about Christianity. Far from this, we must proactively identify and remove these doubts, solidifying their faith in God, the Bible, and Jesus. This is what apologetics can do.

The second critical use of apologetics is as an aid to conversion. Today, when someone glances at the cross, they see a stone wall. That wall represents the doubts they have about the validity of the Christian faith. If we want them to take the cross more seriously, we must tear down that wall and rebuild it on the other side, showing them that the truth always leads to the cross. Apologetics is how we do this.

As we wrap up our definition of apologetics, it is important to understand one additional point: apologetics is not the gospel; it is not in and of itself God’s good news of the way of salvation. Apologetics is only a tool we use to get people to take the good news seriously, to receive it as more than mythology or fairy tales. However, while it may not be the gospel, it is still a critical element of evangelism. I’ve heard people say, “Nobody ever got saved through apologetics.” While this may be true, I know many who have been lost without it.

Apologetics in the Bible

So does anyone in the Bible use apologetics? The short answer is, Yes! First, there are the explicit instructions. Many would point to 1 Peter 3:15, which reads, “But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have.” I’m not sure this is a command to do what we would traditionally call apologetics, however. It does use the Greek word, apologia (“give an answer”), but Peter uses it when referring to claiming Christ in the context of persecution. Furthermore, if we only defended our faith when someone asked us about it, as the text clearly states, we wouldn’t be giving a lot of answers. The fact is, most people just don’t ask!

Perhaps a better direct text is 2 Corinthians 10:5, where Paul writes, “We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ.” While the word apologia does not occur in this verse, the word logismos does (“arguments”). This word literally means “reasonings,” and the companion word demolish means “to wage war against.”1 So, per Paul, we are to wage war against reasonings that set themselves up, or exalt themselves, against the knowledge of God. The principle Paul lays out here is very much applicable to apologetics in the traditional sense.

While the actual direct commandments may not be numerous, the examples of apologetics taking place in Scripture are plentiful. Let me give you three, starting with two lesser known examples and concluding with a famous one.

There’s an intriguing example of apologetics in Joshua 4:1–9. Just after the Israelites had crossed the Jordan in a breathtaking miracle, God sent twelve men back into the riverbed to find twelve stones and bring them back to camp. Joshua was then instructed to take those stones and stack them where the entire camp could see. The Scripture tells us the reason he was told to do this—to serve as a sign. “[They are to] serve as a sign among you,” said the Lord. “[So that] in the future, when your children ask you, ‘What do these stones mean?’ tell them that the flow of the Jordan was cut off before the ark of the covenant of the Lord” (6–7). Now, why didn’t God just have the eyewitnesses tell their children about this miraculous event years later? Certainly people are expected to believe without any proof, right? Wrong. God knew these stones would serve as evidence that what the children were told was true, and if they didn’t believe it, they could go back and confirm it themselves. The writer even says, “And they are there to this day” (verse 9).

A second example comes from the words of Jesus in John 10:38. In this account, Jesus was having another one of his many confrontations with the Pharisees. In this particular episode, they were objecting to his claim to deity (John 10:30). In response to their unbelief, he said this, “Even though you don’t believe me, believe the miracles…” Did you read that? Believe the miracles. Why did he say this? Because he knew that what he was claiming—that he was God in human form—would challenge their minds to the uttermost. So, to substantiate his claim, he gave them proof, evidence, that his word was true—the miracles.

Then, of course, there is St. Paul’s famous passage from 1 Corinthians 15:3-8:


For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, and that he appeared to Peter, and then to the Twelve. After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers at the same time, most of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep. Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles, and last of all he appeared to me also, as to one abnormally born.



Apparently, some people were claiming that Jesus was not resurrected at all (15:12). In this passage, Paul defended the truth of this claim not by simply declaring it to be so louder than others were claiming it wasn’t. He offered proof. He listed those who had actually seen Jesus alive. Then he went even further, claiming that many of them were still alive. Why? So if you were one who doubted, you could go check it out for yourself. Just like Joshua’s twelve stones and Jesus’ miracles, Paul pointed skeptics to the evidence, in this case, the hundreds of eyewitnesses.

Starting Assumptions

Apologetics, overall, is about facts, evidence, and arguments—sharing information that isn’t commonly reported about our faith or the false belief systems that challenge it. But there is something we must keep in mind when considering facts and evidence: they don’t speak for themselves.2 Everyone comes to the facts with a set of starting assumptions that color their view of those facts. Some call this their “worldview” or “bias.” Whether it’s the facts about the preservation of the Bible, the history of the dinosaurs, or the Resurrection of Christ, we are all biased in some way.

Peter Galling of Answers in Genesis discusses this idea in relation to the creation/evolution issue, but his comments apply across the apologetics spectrum.


Much of the problem stems from the different starting points of creationists and Darwinists. Everyone, scientist or not, must start their quests for knowledge with some unprovable axiom—some a priori belief on which they sort through experience and deduce other truths. This starting point, whatever it is, can only be accepted by faith; eventually, in each belief system, there must be some unprovable, presupposed foundation for reasoning (since an infinite regression is impossible).

For Bible-believing Christians, God’s Word is our starting point: our presupposed foundation through which we interpret and balance fallen man’s ideas, including those derived scientifically. Although some may consider this a foolish faith, everyone has such faith in something. But which is foolish: faith in the unmovable Word of the omniscient creator God or faith in man’s fallible, changing ideas?3 [emphasis original]



The truth about starting assumptions will impact how those outside the faith accept the answers you give them. People in our culture are raised skeptical of Christianity and are biased against its every teaching. Consequently, as you share answers with those around you, you may notice that they resist your ideas and always seem to come back with another objection. If this happens, you may need to regroup and address the issue of starting assumptions, before you can make any real headway with your answers. In fact, in some cases, you may even want to start there.

Conclusion

Apologetics is about giving people answers to the questions they are asking about Christianity. It is used not only to solidify the faith of believers, but also to remove barriers that keep non-Christians from receiving the gospel. It appears throughout Scripture and is a critical tool for extending the kingdom of God in contemporary culture.

Now that we’ve laid this foundational stone, let’s consider some important principles related to using apologetics, what I call the “Seven Laws of Apologetics.”






2. The Seven Laws of Apologetics

Before we review answers to common faith questions, I want to share with you some basic principles of apologetics, what I call the “Seven Laws of Apologetics.” These are things I’ve picked up over the years that are important principles to keep in mind when defending your faith.

Law #1:
The other guy doesn’t know as much as you think.

Most people don’t know what they’re talking about. What they know is what they’ve been told all their lives, what they heard in history class, or what they saw on some anti-Christian television show. They know the talking points of the world, but that’s about it. When you get one layer deeper into a subject, you will find their knowledge quickly comes to an end.

The point is, you don’t have to have a PhD in apologetics to overcome the objections of the average non-Christian. If you will learn the material two or three layers deep, you’ll know more than enough to do our job. So don’t be intimidated. You can do this! You’ve been learning all your life, and you can learn this material too.

Law #2:
Everybody has faith.

Some non-Christians, especially those who are science-minded, think that you operate by faith, but they don’t. They’re more “reasonable,” “intellectual,” and base what they believe purely on what they can see, test, and verify. They’re just about the facts…and you’re not.

But don’t be fooled by this “more-objective-than-thou” attitude. Everybody has faith, even the scientist. As I’ll explain later, science itself is based on assumptions that are faith-based in nature and cannot be proven through the scientific method. The reliability of the senses, the laws of logic, the existence of an objective reality outside of ourselves—all of these assumptions (among others) cannot be proven in a lab; they must be accepted by faith.

Law #3:
A contradiction can never be true.

Many of the laws of logic are invaluable as you engage a world where thinking isn’t what it used to be. But none is more important than the law of contradiction. Even if this is a new term to you, you use this principle every day. This law states that something cannot be both A and non-A at the same time and in the same relationship. It cannot be true that I am both Wes Moore the author of this book, and that I am not Wes Moore the author of this book. One assertion is true and the other is false.

The reason this law is so important is that many people today accept contradictions when it comes to spiritual things. As an example, non-Christians today (and, sadly, many Christians) think that all religions lead to the same God. But this is the classic case of saying a contradiction can be true. When you study the major teachings of the world’s religions (on the nature of God, heaven and hell, salvation, man, Jesus, the Bible, etc.), you will find that they wildly and constantly contradict one another. Therefore, they all cannot be true—all religions cannot lead to the same God.

Law #4:
Never say, “I don’t know,” twice.

No matter how experienced you are, or how knowledgeable, you will eventually get a question that will stump you. People have so many issues and so many crazy ways of thinking today that you can’t possibly be ready for every question or objection that comes your way. And that’s okay.

Don’t let this fact discourage you, however. When you get a question you can’t answer, don’t give some half-thought-out answer. Make sure you know what your friend is asking and then reply, “I’m not sure about the answer to that, but I’ll find out.” Then go find the answer.

A question you can’t answer is actually a gift, because it gives you the chance to learn something new and add it to your apologetics toolbox. So whatever you do, don’t waste the chance to learn. If you do, you’ll violate this rule: Never say, “I don’t know,” twice.

Law #5:
Verify everything.

Most people don’t know what they’re talking about (have I said that before?), even Christians. When someone tells you something new, whether it is in support of our faith or an attack against it, don’t accept it as true until you’ve had a chance to validate it yourself.

Christians use some pretty bad arguments and pass around half-truths all the time. These quasi-truths seem to support the Bible, so we don’t think anything of them. But then we use those arguments with a clever lost person, and they make us look like fools. A bad argument is a bad argument, whether it is used to defend the Bible or not.

Non-Christians make claims that have no basis in fact or are only partly true as well. Later, I’ll talk about Asclepius, the Greek god of healing. Some critics claim his myth formed part of the basis for the Jesus story, but when I actually read the account for myself, I saw how ridiculous the claim really was.

That leads me to an important final point regarding this law: Read the source for yourself. In other words, if the argument is over what Charles Darwin said, read Darwin’s writings yourself; if it’s over a certain passage in the Bible, go read it yourself. I can’t tell you how many times this has completely changed the argument for me. So much of the time—and I hate to beat a dead horse here—the other guy doesn’t know what he’s talking about.

Law #6:
You’ve got to have proof.

Over the years, I’ve talked to some folks who’ve had some pretty wacky ideas about spiritual things. Some of the thinking in the New Age movement is especially strange. Trying to show people like this the light of the Bible is like trying to grab smoke between your toes.

Most of the time in these situations, I found myself trying to show them why I was right and they were wrong, until it dawned on me to turn the tables and put them on the defensive. Now, sometimes my strategy is simply to ask them to prove that their crazy theories are right. If God is a woman, give me your proof. If reincarnation is true, show me some evidence. If I am God and you are God and the trees are God, tell me how I can be sure. Many times, the truth is, there is no proof; there’s only wild conjecture by those who have already made up their mind. But you can’t just believe something because you believe it. You need a reason to believe what you believe, some proof that your belief is better than believing in fairy tales or pixy dust.

Christianity and the teachings of the Bible are rock solid when it comes to evidence and sound reasoning. The next time you engage a lost person, ask them why they believe what they believe. Where’s their proof? When they can’t give any, ask them why their belief is better than belief in mythology, and then share with them the evidence for Christianity.

Law #7:
Never get angry.

Get ready for it—the lost will tick you off. They’ll say things that are outrageous and completely unfounded, and you’ll feel this red hot fire boiling up from your chest. You’ll want to pounce like a lion and destroy your target. But you can’t! You’ve got to maintain your cool.

It’s always a bad idea to get angry when discussing issues of faith. Here’s why :

•Anger escalates into arguing and conflict. You can’t help your friend see the light if you let things get out of hand. He’ll be in a fighting mood, not a listening one.

•Anger keeps you from understanding what he’s really saying. When you get red (that’s what we called it when I was growing up), your ears get stopped up. You jump to conclusions and stop hearing the point the other person is making.

•Anger keeps you from responding properly. You can’t think straight when you get mad. You start blurting out emotional responses instead of logical, reasonable arguments.

The best way I’ve found to control anger in these situations is to remember that the results of the discussion will not affect your value in the eyes of God. Whether you convince this person or not, the Lord will still love you when the discussion is over. You will still be a redeemed child of the King, no matter how this argument goes. What is most important is understanding what your friend really believes so you can show him the light of Jesus Christ. In fact, you actually want to hear the strange, outlandish ideas of the lost around you, because if you don’t get them out in the open, you will never be able to reveal their error and lead them to faith.

Moving Ahead

By now you should understand not only what apologetics is and why it is important, but also some basic principles for using it effectively. In chapters 3-8, we’ll answer the fifty most common questions and objections to the our faith in contemporary culture. Let’s do this!






3. God Questions

People today have tons of questions about God. This chapter answers eight of the most common offered in our culture. The chart below lists those questions and provides page numbers for each.



	God Questions



	1
	How can I know God exists?



	2
	How can I know who God is and what he is like?



	3
	Aren’t we all part of God?



	4
	Is God a she?



	5
	Why does God let people suffer?



	6
	God wouldn’t send anyone to hell, would he?



	7
	Hasn’t science disproved God?



	8
	You don’t have to believe in God to believe in right and wrong, do you?






1. How can I know God exists?

There a number of ways we can know that God exists. Let me explain a few of them briefly for you now.

Nothing can make itself. Every effect must have a cause. Our universe—this massive, beautiful, amazing universe—must have a cause. It cannot make itself. It’s impossible. Therefore, something had to bring it into existence.

A design requires a designer. Our universe, from the greatest galaxy to the smallest cell, shows a complex design. A design only comes from a rational, conscious being, a designer.

We all have a conscience. Every human being has an inner sense of right and wrong. Though we don’t always agree on the specifics of this moral code, we all try to justify our actions as “good.” Even terrorists do this. Where did this come from? What is its cause? God, our Creator.

Jesus Christ was resurrected from the dead. Verifiable miracles are a certain proof of God’s existence. If there is no God, how can the laws of nature be suspended to allow miracles to occur? Not only is the Resurrection a confirmation of God’s existence, but also of Jesus’ claims—why would God resurrect a liar?

The witness of the heart. The Bible says, “What may be known about God is plain to [all men] because God has made it plain to them” (Romans 1:19). The atheist may actually think about God more than anyone else. Why? Because he’s always fighting against his innate knowledge that his Maker is out there.

So who made God then? No one. He simply exists. In explaining our origin (or the origin of our universe), we cannot keep going back in time forever. At some point, someone simply has to exist. They were not born; they cannot die. They have the power of life within themselves. (See Question 7, this chapter, for more on this argument.) Interestingly, when God was asked by Moses to give his name, he said, “I AM” (Exodus 3:14), which, in Hebrew, means “the Existing One.”



2. How can I know who God is and what he is like?

There are certain things we can learn about God just by peering out our kitchen window. We can know he is powerful, because the creation is so immense; we can know he is super intelligent, because the world demonstrates such intricate and complex design; and we can know he is moral, because every human has an inner sense of right and wrong, a conscience.

Interestingly enough, the Bible tells us we can deduce things about God based on his creation. Consider this verse:


For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse. (Romans 1:20)



The Bible also tells us that God has the attributes we just deduced about him from his creation. Note how this ancient book revealed the qualities of our Creator millennia ago:


•Power: God has spoken once, twice I have heard this: that power belongs to God. (Psalm 62:11)

•Intelligence: Lord, You know all things. (John 21:17)

•Morality: The Lord is righteous in all His ways, gracious in all His works. (Psalm 145:17)



However, there are important limits to what the creation can tell us about our Maker, just as there are limits to what a car can tell us about the engineer who designed it. For us to know more personal things about God—what he likes and dislikes, what causes him pain, his gender, his knowledge of the past, his plans for the future—he must tell us directly. In other words, there are some things about God we simply cannot know unless he reveals them to us.

So has God told us any of these things? Yes, he has. The Bible claims to be the record of what God has said about himself. “All Scripture is God-breathed,” wrote Saint Paul in 2 Timothy 3:16; to put it another way, the words of the Bible find their origin in the mind and will of God himself.



3. Aren’t we all part of God?

The idea that “all is God and God is all” originated in ancient Hinduism, and is also known as pantheism.4 I wonder if those who believe that we are all a part of God really understand all that this worldview teaches about reality.

This view holds that God is not personal or even knowable. In pantheism, God is a “transcendent reality of which the material universe and human beings are only a manifestation.”5 In other words, God is not a person, with a will and personality, and, therefore, cannot be understood or known by human beings. Given the pantheistic definition of God, this view makes perfect sense. After all, if you are God, and the trees are God, and the rocks are God, then God cannot be knowable. How can you “know” a tree or a rock, anyway?

This worldview also teaches that the life you are living today is not your first life, nor will it be your last. You are now living but one of countless existences in which you have been trying to earn your way to a higher state in your next cycle of rebirth, called samsara. Eventually, your goal is to become one with the impersonal, unknowable God.

Finally, this philosophy sees suffering as an illusion caused by our false belief that we are individuals separated from the unknowable God. Suffering, consequently, can only be eliminated through an increasing knowledge of one’s oneness with the mindless deity.

Here are some additional concerns with this worldview:


•If God does not have a will, he cannot help you. There is no one to turn to when you’re in trouble.

•Who will love you? We all seek someone to love us. But a mindless entity cannot love.

•The Resurrection of Jesus Christ shows that God is personal and knowable, that he acts in time to help us, and that people are not reincarnated, but resurrected.





4. Is God a she?

As stated in answer to God Question 2, there are some things we cannot know about God unless he tells us directly. In terms of gender, the Bible (which claims to be God telling us about himself) states clearly that God is masculine, a “he.”

Galatians 4:4 says, “But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son….” Note the pronoun “his” used here. The Bible also speaks of God in masculine terms in places like Isaiah 42:13, “The LORD shall go forth like a mighty man; He shall stir up His zeal like a man of war.” Finally, who could forget Jesus’ teaching of God as Father (not mother), “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name” (Matthew 6:9)?

This does not mean, however, that being a woman is less “godly.” After all, God created women just as he did men, and loves and values them just as he does men. Moreover, he gave women uniquely feminine qualities, qualities that flow from his perfect nature, though he is distinctly masculine.

This question actually touches on the whole concept of God’s nature. In addition to those who teach that God is a “she,” there are also those who teach that God is in all of us and in nature. God, in their view, is “mother earth,” or some kind of combined, mindless consciousness of the human, animal, and natural world. God is not a person in this worldview, but a “presence” in us all.

What I ask of those who hold this view is to show me the proof that God has these kinds of attributes. You have to have a reason for your beliefs. You can’t just believe something because you believe it. That’s irrational. It is not only blind faith, it is ignorant faith (no offense intended). Why? Because you can never know you’re right. You can’t say your belief is any more valid than believing in Santa Claus or the Easter Bunny.

In fact, the evidence shows the opposite. The same reasoning we use every day tells us that God must have a mind and will, and that he cannot be a part of creation (see God Question 1).



5. Why does God let people suffer?

To understand why death and suffering exist, you must first understand two important truths:


1.We have been separated from God, our source of life, allowing death to enter our realm of experience.

2.Our separation is not based on God’s choice, but ours.



Just after creation, God gave the first man, Adam, a test of obedience. He was told not to eat from a specific tree in the garden of Eden. He was also promised a specific punishment if he failed to obey, the entrance of death into the world. Adam refused the Creator’s command, and the sentence of death was passed upon the entire created order (Genesis 3:17-19).

You might ask why God would allow us to suffer death in the first place. Why didn’t he stop Adam before he could sin, or rescind his sentence afterwards? At some level, the answer is a mystery; I cannot say for sure, and I’m not sure the Bible does either. However, there are a few things we do know for sure.

First, God allowed sin, and, by extension, death and suffering, in order to fulfill his ultimate purpose in creating the universe. His ultimate purpose was not to provide us with a “cushy pillow life,” but to demonstrate the full glory of his nature. Evil, death, and suffering demonstrate, among other things, the excellencies of God’s justice, mercy, patience, and grace.

He also allowed it to bring about a good otherwise not possible. God operates on a higher plane than we do; his purposes transcend ours and include bringing about the type of good that can only be accomplished via the instrument of suffering. An excellent example of this is the crucifixion of Jesus Christ.

Whatever God’s reasons were for allowing suffering, we cannot forget that he has done more to overcome it than anyone. He limits suffering now, commands his people to help those who are hurting, and offered Jesus Christ as a sacrifice so it could one day be fully eliminated. Consequently, a time is coming when he will remove it forever (Revelation 21:4).



6. God wouldn’t send anyone to hell, would he?

Hell strikes most people as too cruel and inhumane for a loving God to condone, much less use as a punishment for human behavior. Yet the Bible speaks of it frequently. So, would God really send someone to hell?

Before I address this question directly, let me issue an important warning. In our culture, we have become accustomed to challenging our Creator as if he was just another bum on the street. We place ourselves over him as judge every day, looking down our self-righteous noses at him. Part of the motivation for this question about hell is a result of this condescending view of God. But be careful. It is dangerous for a human being to place his sense of morality above his Creator’s. God is patient, but he will only tolerate so much of our arrogance. Remember, he has the power to take our lives at any moment for our failure to show him the respect, he, as Creator, is due.

In terms of the question itself, why wouldn’t God send someone to hell? Whether by execution or life in prison, human authorities commonly punish criminals severely when their crimes justify it. So why can’t God?

But does sin really deserve such a severe punishment? Yes, it does. Why? Because God is holy. The word itself means “separate or transcendent,” and refers to the fact that God’s sense of morality, justice, and judgment are infinitely higher than our own. To us, a moral slip isn’t that big a deal. After all, we can honestly say we’ve been there before, or, at least, as sinners, we can understand. Only the most heinous of crimes move us. But God’s moral sensitivity is not so numb. He has never sinned; he is completely pure; he is infinitely offended with each moral lapse. One ancient prophet put it like this: “You [God] are of purer eyes than to behold evil, and cannot look on wickedness” (Habakkuk 1:13).

God’s holiness means that every sin is a capital crime, an infinite transgression requiring an infinite punishment, hell.



7. Hasn’t science disproved God?

Some people have such faith in science that they believe it has even shown that God does not exist. But this is actually impossible. Why? Because you would have to be everywhere in the universe at the same time to “prove” that God was not there. In other words, you’d have to be God to say that he didn’t exist!

What people mean when they say this is that science has shown a way for the universe to exist without a Creator, namely, via the Big Bang. I will address the Big Bang specifically in Chapter 6. However, for now let’s say the Big Bang is true. At the beginning, a single spec of matter, called the singularity, exploded and eventually gave rise to the universe we see today.

My question, then, is where did the singularity come from? From a previous universe? And where did that universe come from? A demi-god? And where did that demi-god come from? You see, we can’t keep going back in time forever. At some point, something simply has to exist. That something was never created, and it will never die. It simply is.

Did you know the Bible says God is just like this: “Before the mountains were born or you brought forth the earth and the world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God” (Psalm 90:2)? Furthermore, scientists must assume the biblical God exists and operates as the Bible says he does in order to do science at all.6 The uniformity of nature, the existence of logic, and the reliability of our senses are all assumed when science is performed, but evolutionary theory does not explain why these three realities exist in the first place. However, the biblical worldview explains them easily. The universe is uniform because the Creator made it that way and promises to sustain it (Genesis 1:1, Numbers 23:19, Psalm 139:7-8); laws of logic reflect the way God thinks (Genesis 1:26, Ephesians 5:1, 2 Timothy 2:13); and our senses are reliable because the Creator made them for the very purpose of understanding the universe he had created (Genesis 1:28).



8. You don’t have to believe in God to believe in right and wrong, do you?

No, you don’t. Everybody believes in right and wrong, even terrorists. In fact, this is one of the ways we can know that God exists and that he is a moral being, because we all have an inner sense of right and wrong, a conscience.

The question isn’t whether or not you can believe in right and wrong without God; the question is how do you justify your beliefs without God. For example, when you say that murder is wrong, how do you know? Why is murder wrong? You could say it’s wrong because most people say it is, but there have been times when most people believed it was wrong to free slaves. You could say that your parents taught you that murder was wrong, but why does that matter? Maybe your parents were wrong. You could say because the law says so, but laws have been passed that legalized the killing of millions of Jews. You could say that it inhibits our evolution. But how does keeping a child with a mental disorder alive move us down the path of evolutionary excellence? And what about survival of the fittest? Take a long hard look into that statement before you say anything is wrong. I survive. You die. Evolution at work.

What we are doing when we try to justify our moral convictions is tie them to an unchanging standard that applies to all people at all times, in other words, an absolute. As the example above illustrates, that standard could be anything from what is popular (“everybody believes this”) to what is legal (“the law says”). The problem we have with all of these justifications is that none of them are absolute. The only absolute standard by which to judge moral claims is the standard of the Creator. In the case of murder, it is wrong because God declared it to be so, because we are made in his image: “Whoever sheds man's blood, by man his blood shall be shed; for in the image of God He made man” (Genesis 9:6).






4. Bible Questions

The Bible is picked apart without mercy in this nation. The average unbeliever has dozens of questions about the Book of books, and this chapter attempts to answer nine of them. The chart below lists the questions addressed and provides page numbers for each.



	Bible Questions



	1
	Why does the Bible have so many contradictions and errors?



	2
	The Bible was written by man—how can anyone trust it?



	3
	Why did God command genocide in the Old Testament?



	4
	Doesn’t the Bible promote slavery?



	5
	Why do the Old Testament and New Testaments describe different Gods?



	6
	What about the other gospels?



	7
	Weren’t the Ten Commandments copied from other cultures?



	8
	Isn’t the Bible open to interpretation?



	9
	Isn’t the Bible homophobic?






1. Why does the Bible have so many contradictions and errors?

It is commonly reported that the Bible contains so many errors and contradictions that it is useless as a record of truth. In response to this charge, I’d first like to ask the reader to name an error or contradiction in the Bible. Please be specific. Okay, now name another. Can you think of a third? Undoubtedly, some of you can, but many people who make this charge cannot. They are simply repeating what they have heard in the culture all of their lives but have never confirmed for themselves. They simply assume the Bible is erroneous and move on.

As you work through the answers in this book, challenge yourself to acknowledge the biases you have, even if you haven’t recognized them as such before. Labor to give the arguments made herein a fair hearing and not just assume they’re false because you’ve already concluded the Bible isn’t true.

Whatever you believe about the Bible, I would encourage you not to accept what you hear in the media or classroom without investigating the issue yourself. This advice goes not only for spiritual things, like the reliability of the Bible, but also for just about every other subject as well. Those who manage the flow of information in our society commonly manipulate what we are told in order to control us. Do not allow them to do this to you.

Regarding specific alleged contradictions and errors in the Bible, let me briefly address two so you can see that there are solid answers to common complaints.

The existence of Nazareth, Jesus’ hometown. Some have charged that Nazareth never existed in the time of Jesus. However, a list of priests who relocated after the fall of Jerusalem in A. D. 70 was found. One of them is listed as having settled in Nazareth.7

The existence of the Hittite people from the Old Testament. Critics have disputed the existence of this ancient people group, but the discovery of the Hittite library in Turkey in 1906 dismantled this claim entirely.8



2. The Bible was written by men—how can anyone trust it?

This question assumes that God cannot produce something reliable if humans are involved. God himself may be perfect, the logic goes, but as soon as you throw an imperfect man into the mix, the entire endeavor goes down the tubes immediately.

I understand the reasoning behind this objection. But when you stop and think about it, it is actually quite irrational. When you come to see that God must be, and that he must have a super-intelligent mind, a free and creative will, and immense power—just as the Bible says he does—then concluding he cannot manage human beings in the writing and preservation of a single book becomes absurd. The Creator’s power is of such a quality that it easily overcomes man’s weaknesses. In fact, using man does not diminish God’s glory at all; it actually multiplies it, because he must overcome the weaknesses of human instruments in order to create something that is without weakness. That is exactly what he has done with the Bible.

Furthermore, the evidence does not support the charge that the Bible is untrustworthy. The Bible is the most well-documented book of antiquity. The New Testament alone has more supporting manuscripts in the original language than any other book in history (more than 5,000).9 The closest competitor is Homer’s Iliad, with only 643.10 Not only this, but the Bible is also the most well-preserved book of antiquity. The Dead Sea Scrolls are a large collection of ancient writings found in caves near the Dead Sea in the early- to mid-20th century. More than 200 biblical manuscripts were found there, all approximately 1,000 years older than any previously discovered.11 The comparison of these documents with ones dated much later reveals that, in spite of repeated copying through the centuries, the biblical texts remained almost identical.

Bottom line: you can trust the Bible.



3. Why did God command genocide in the Old Testament?

Many refuse to believe in the God of the Bible because they do not approve of his command to kill the people of Canaan (known as the Canaanites) during the Old Testament period. In their minds, either God is an evil tyrant, or the Jews described him as one in order to justify their warmongering. But are these valid objections? Let me give you a few things to think about here.

In spite of what we may think of God’s actions regarding the Canaanites, the destruction of this people group was not an arbitrary act of cruelty on his part. It was, in fact, a direct result of their extreme wickedness, which included child sacrifice (Psalm 106:34-38, Deuteronomy 12:29-31). God did not even carry out this judgment until their evil had reached its full measure. He made the Jews wait 400 years in Egyptian captivity before he would allow them to take the land and execute judgment (Genesis 15:16). During this 400 years, the sins of the Canaanites grew worse and worse, until God could endure it no longer.

The sin of the Canaanites was further multiplied because they had the knowledge of the true God in their history. Canaan, the father of the Canaanites, was Noah’s grandson (Genesis 10:15-18). Noah was an extremely devout man, so devout, in fact, that he was one of only eight souls the Lord spared from the global flood. The citizens of America, who also have many godly people in their heritage, should take this example to heart.

It is also important to remember that God has the authority to take life when he deems it justified. It is not unrighteous for the giver of life to take it when he sees fit. At the end of time, during the Final Judgment, he will take many more lives for the same reason he took the Canaanite’s—immorality.

Finally, regarding the slaughter of children, remember, “Death is not the ultimate destiny of the human race, nor is it the greatest evil. Someday God will give a full explanation, which is something only He can do.”12



4. Doesn’t the Bible promote slavery?

Slavery can be seen throughout the Bible. As a book of history, it documents slavery from many different time periods in many different places in the world. Given this extensive treatment of the subject, many have asked why the Bible doesn’t outlaw the practice altogether from the beginning? If God knew it was going on for so long, why didn’t he act to put a stop to it?

Here are a few things to consider regarding this question:

1. Our impression of slavery—from American history—is not the same as the ancient practice. When we think of slavery, we think of people who were kidnapped and sold into lifelong cruelty. On the whole this was outlawed by ancient governments, and expressly forbidden by the Bible (Exodus 21:12-27).13

2. Slavery in the Roman Empire was frequently a road to freedom and a better life. “Life in slavery, at least with a decent master, could be more predictable and less demanding than the life of a poor free person. Since Romans often freed their slaves, and since freed slaves of Roman citizens typically received Roman citizenship, one could improve his social status through enslavement.”14

3. God limited the abuses of slavery. The Bible protected slaves from prostitution, abuse, and murder (Exodus 21:7-12, 26-27). Furthermore, kidnapping a free person for slavery was punishable by death (Exodus 21:16), and denounced by the apostle Paul as evil (1 Timothy 1:10).

4. God took a wise, long-term approach to slavery’s eradication. God laid the foundation for slavery’s demise by teaching that owners and slaves are brothers (see the book of Philemon), and that both the slave and the free man have the same standing before their Creator (Galatians 3:28). Given the economic situation of the first century (and, in fact, many biblical cultures), immediate and full eradication of slavery might have brought about greater suffering than the institution of slavery itself.



5. Why do the Old and New Testaments describe different Gods?

There’s a popular notion today that as humanity’s view of God evolved, so the description of the biblical God evolved along with it. In days past, humans saw God as a vengeful, harsh, and cruel deity, so the God of the Old Testament was characterized as such. But, as time went by, human societies began to conceive of God as more loving, patient, and merciful; hence the loving God of the New Testament was born.

One of the reasons this claim is so widely accepted is that the people who promote it have not studied the Bible for themselves to see if it is true. Does the God of the Old Testament really not show love? Does the God of the New Testament reveal no severity or harshness? When you look closely at the Bible itself, you will find only one God, whose nature and actions are consistent throughout. Let me give you some examples of the God you never knew in each of the testaments.

The severe God of the New Testament. While certainly loving, the God of the New Testament executed Ananias and Sapphira for lying to him (Acts 5:1-11); put to death a political leader for refusing to give him glory (Acts 12:19-23); and promised a “bed of suffering” for those who encouraged sin, and “intense suffering” for those who practiced evil (Revelation 2:22-23). Jesus said this of his loving Father, “Fear Him who, after He has killed, has power to cast into hell” (Luke 12:5).

The loving God of the Old Testament. While certainly severe, the God of the Old Testament spared an entire city out of concern for its children and animals (Jonah 4:10-11); instructed his followers to leave part of their harvest for the “alien, the fatherless, and the widow” (Deuteronomy 24:19); and destroyed his own people for refusing to seek justice, encourage the oppressed, and defend the fatherless (Isaiah 1:17). The psalmist said this about the God of the Old Testament: “The LORD is good to all, and His tender mercies are over all His works” (Psalm 145:9).



6. What about the other gospels?

We live in a conspiracy theory culture, where even the Bible does not escape the eye of the cynic. Many charge that a host of legitimate descriptions of Jesus’ life—books like the gospels of Judas and Mary—were kept out of the New Testament by power hungry church leaders. So, what about this claim?

The books to be included in the New Testament were actually determined by the early churches, not by an official council (such as the Council of Nicaea). The twenty-seven books making up the New Testament were accepted by the people of God by the end of the first century, long before any church councils ever met (the Council of Nicaea met in A.D. 315).15

Furthermore, the rejected gospels were not kept out of the Bible for political reasons, but because of who wrote them and what they taught.16 The primary requirement for acceptance by the churches was that the book in question be written by an apostle or close associate (someone who was an eyewitness to Jesus’ life or received their information about him from a firsthand source). Books written under a pseudonym or at a date too late to have met this requirement were rejected. Moreover, many books were disqualified because of their teachings. A host of the rejected gospels were written by a group called the Gnostics. Here’s what they believed:


[Gnostics] regard this world as the creation of a series of evil archons or powers who wish to keep the human soul trapped in an evil physical body…preaches a hidden wisdom…only to a select group as necessary for salvation and escape from this world.17



From what you know about the New Testament, I’m sure you can see why the early Christians would have excluded books that contained teachings like this.

The fact is, there is no conspiracy. The early Christians acted wisely and with integrity when filtering God’s writings from the frauds and fakes circulating at the time.



7. Weren’t the Ten Commandments copied from other cultures?

Some charge that the Ten Commandments (TCs) are not original to the Jews but were copied from either the Egyptian Book of the Dead (BOD), an ancient guide for the afterlife, or Hammurabi’s Code, an ancient Middle Eastern law code.

When you hear this type of claim, remember that the differences are often far greater than the likenesses. Critics take loose similarities and act as if they are word-for-word replicas, manipulating the data to support their bias against the Bible.

Regarding Hammurabi’s Code, since God has given humanity a moral code written on their hearts—the conscience—it is not surprising to see moral directives at different times and in different cultures reflect some of the same tenets. Any similarity between Hammurabi’s Code and the TCs can be explained as much by this as by historical plagiarism.

Regarding the BOD, chapter 125 tells the dead person to make forty-two moral declarations when they encounter the gods in the afterlife.18 Some of the statements are similar to the Bible, like, “I have not killed.” But there are many more differences than similarities. Consider the following:


•The BOD is a confession to make after one dies; the TCs are instructions for living.

•The BOD has forty-two directives; the TCs have only ten.

•The BOD does not contain any mention of the first four commandments.

•The basic language and words used by the BOD and TCs are not the same.

•The Jews had only one God while the BOD mentions forty-two.

•The BOD uses use all negative statements, while the TCs do not.

•All of these differences exist between the two documents, even though the Jews lived in Egypt for 400 years.





8. Isn’t the Bible open to interpretation?

Everybody, it seems, has a different take on what the Bible means. The Catholics and Protestants can’t agree; the Presbyterians and Methodists can’t agree. There are even disagreements between people in the same denomination! How, then, can anybody really know what the Bible says? Good question.

Let me start with a question of my own: How do you understand the newspaper? How do you know the reporter is talking about a real flood in Iowa? Maybe he means it metaphorically. It’s not a real flood; it’s a flood of emotion or a flood of corn or a flood of political activism. Maybe he doesn’t mean that at all. Who knows? You decide what you want him to mean, and I’ll decide what I want him to mean.

But that makes absolutely no sense, does it? We all know the reporter had an intended meaning when he wrote his article, and we know we can understand that meaning if we pay attention to the context (the words used before and after, the historical setting, the type of literature used, the recipient of the message, and other clues).

The Bible is no different. It was written by authors who had a message to communicate, a message they wanted us to understand. And we can understand that message by paying attention to the context. It may sound complicated, but we do it every day. We know when someone is kidding or serious; we know when they are telling us the history of Rome or giving us directions to the grocery store.

So what happens when we stop trying to understand the author’s meaning and let the reader decide what the true meaning is, like so many do with the Bible today? The instant we do this we make genuine communication impossible, because then any statement can mean anything at all, and when this happens, it really means nothing at all.



9. Isn’t the Bible homophobic?

In modern Western culture, the Bible’s stance against homosexuality is considered “hatred.” But this is false reasoning. Is it hatred to declare an action to be morally wrong? If I say prostitution is wrong, does that mean I hate prostitutes? Of course not. Similarly, when the Bible says homosexuality is wrong, it is not saying God hates homosexuals. The Bible does not condone violence toward or hatred for homosexuals, any more than it does for any other group of people.

Jesus himself showed compassion to all types of sinners, including those caught up in sexual sin, like prostitutes, adulterers, and homosexuals. Furthermore, he died to save those caught in sexual oppression. While I have never struggled with homosexual feelings, I have had sex before marriage and, like many men, have fought my battles with pornography. Yet God loves me and continues to help me overcome my struggles.

This lie—that the Bible hates homosexuals—is promoted by those who are themselves lying about their real intentions. We are told that homosexual activists are only trying to win “rights” for homosexuals. But this isn’t the full story. Google “1972 Gay Rights Platform” on the Internet and read the stated goals of this movement. Pay special attention to numbers 3, 6, 7, and 8 from the state law section, where the legalization of pedophilia, polygamy, and prostitution are set forth as specific goals.

Finally, critics often poke fun at Leviticus 11:9-12, which says that homosexuality is “detestable” before God, as is eating shellfish. But what many people don’t realize is that shellfish have more parasites than fish with fins, so they’re a greater health risk. God promised to protect the ancient Israelites from disease (Exodus 15:26); he did this, in part, by instructing them on what to eat and what not to eat. Just like physical disease, moral sickness can also destroy a nation. Homosexuality, bestiality, adultery, and prostitution are forbidden, not out of hatred, but in order to protect the health of the human community.






5. Jesus Questions

Jesus Christ is the subject of great debate in 21st century culture. Every facet of his life is scrutinized with a fine tooth comb. This chapter addresses eight of the most common questions about him. The chart below lists those questions and provides page numbers for each.



	Jesus Questions



	1
	How do we know Jesus even existed?



	2
	Jesus never claimed to be divine, did he?



	3
	Wasn’t Jesus just a good teacher?



	4
	What about all of those who don’t hear about Jesus?



	5
	What is the evidence that Jesus was resurrected?



	6
	Wasn’t the story of Jesus taken from earlier myths?



	7
	Isn’t “Christ” your “indwelling divinity” or “God essence”?



	8
	Aren’t “Jesus” and “Christ” really different things?



	9
	Wasn’t Jesus’ primary teaching to love one another in spite of our differences?






1. How do we know Jesus even existed?

The doubt about Jesus is so great that some wonder if he ever even existed. Fortunately, there is ample evidence that he did. Most who doubt Jesus look for evidence outside of the Bible to confirm the details of his life and ministry. However, let’s not discount the New Testament itself as eyewitness proof of Jesus’ existence. It records the words of a number of different authors, written at different times and places, and almost all of them claimed to be eyewitnesses of his life. Their testimony is also found in the most well-preserved document of antiquity, the New Testament.

Outside of the New Testament, there are several accounts of the existence of Jesus Christ in the first century19:


•Cornelius Tacitus (A.D. 55-120), a famous Roman historian, wrote in Annals, “Christus [a common misspelling of Christ], the founder of the name, was put to death by Pontius Pilate, procurator of Judea in the reign of Tiberius…”

•Lucian of Samosata, a Greek artist of the late second century, wrote, “The Christians, you know, worship a man to this day—the distinguished personage who introduced their novel rites, and was crucified on that account…”

•Suetonius, a Roman historian, wrote in Life of Claudius, “As the Jews were making constant disturbances at the instigation of Chrestus [another spelling of Christ], [Claudius] expelled them from Rome.”

•Pliny the Younger, governor of Bithynia in Asia Minor, wrote to Emperor Trajan in A.D. 112 concerning the number of Christians he was putting to death. At one point he said he “made them curse Christ, which a genuine Christian cannot be induced to do.”



Note that these sources mention Jesus’ death under Pontius Pilate, his crucifixion, and the loyalty of his followers, all key New Testament teachings.



2. Jesus never claimed to be divine, did he?

Once Jesus’ existence is established beyond doubt, the next logical question is, Was he divine? Jesus’ divinity is universally accepted by Christians all over the world. Some have argued, however, that Jesus himself never said he was God, but that his disciples made up this claim after his death in order to promote their new religion. Is this true? Did Jesus claim to be God, and, if so, where’s the proof? There are several direct and indirect ways to know that Jesus believed he was God in the flesh.


1.He accepted worship (Matthew 28:9). A faithful Jew knew that only God could rightly accept worship. Yet many times Jesus was worshiped by his followers, and he never corrected them or forbade them from so doing. After Jesus’ resurrection, Matthew reports: “And as they went to tell His disciples, behold, Jesus met them, saying, ‘Rejoice!’ So they came and held Him by the feet and worshiped Him.”

2.He forgave sins (Mark 2:5-12).20 In this passage in Mark, Jesus forgave the sins of a paralytic man. The Jewish religious leaders quickly recognized the implication. “Why does this fellow talk like that?” they pondered. “Who can forgive sins but God alone?” But Jesus did not back down. Instead, to prove his divinity, he healed the man on the spot. “Arise,” he said, “take up your bed, and go to your house.”

3.He claimed the title “Son of Man” (Mark 2:10, Daniel 7:13-14).21 Many people think the reference “Son of Man” has to do with Jesus’ humanity, but it doesn’t. By taking this name, Jesus was reaching back into the Old Testament to the book of Daniel and grabbing a title of God from one of Daniel’s famous heavenly visions.

4.He claimed the title “I AM” (John 8:58, Exodus 3:14). Jesus claimed another title reserved only for God. In fact, when Jesus told the Jewish leaders that he was I AM, he was taking the first name God gave himself when he appeared to the Jewish people. When Moses asked God what his name was, he said, “I AM who I AM. This is what you are to say to the Israelites, ‘I AM has sent me to you’” (Exodus 3:14).





3. Wasn’t Jesus just a good teacher?

It is difficult to argue that Jesus did not exist and that he was not an influential man in first century Palestine. Some, still unwilling to believe, put forth the argument that he indeed was a good teacher, but he just wasn’t God. This is a clever way of acknowledging Jesus without accepting all that the New Testament says about him. So, was Jesus only a good teacher?

The famous Christian apologist C. S. Lewis put forth a very interesting answer to this argument. He said that, given the clear claims of Christ to divinity, there were only three conclusions one could draw about him: he was either a liar, a lunatic, or he actually was what he claimed to be—the Lord himself.

Think about it, if Jesus claimed to be God but knew he was not, then he was lying. How can a liar be a “good” teacher? Moreover, if he claimed to be God but was insane, how can a mentally incompetent man be a “good” teacher? But if he was not a liar, and he was not a lunatic, then the only option remaining is that he was, indeed, the Lord.

Why is it so unacceptable to you that Jesus is actually God? It might be that, if he is, the religion you’ve followed all your life is wrong, and you are not willing to accept that. Or maybe your parents or friends will turn against you if you follow this Jesus guy, and your relationships and reputation are more important to you than believing and following the truth.

But for many of you, these issues are only secondary. The real reason is, if Jesus is really God, then his words have authority over your life. God is real, and his law is real. And you hate that thought. You like running your own life and deciding for yourself what is right and wrong, don’t you? But is your life really going so well? Is following your “heart” really so satisfying? Are porn and greed and conflict proving to be such great paths? You might just find that following Jesus Christ is the most liberating thing you’ve ever done. Millions of people through the centuries have found this to be true, and so have I.



4. What about all of those who don’t hear about Jesus?

This is a fairness question. If Jesus is the only way to God, what about all of those who have never heard about him? Will they be condemned to hell, never having had a chance to believe?

Let me begin with a couple of preliminary thoughts. Whatever our emotions might tell us about humanity, the truth is, none of us are innocent. Whether we hear about Jesus or not, we have all violated God’s moral standard and are therefore guilty of crimes against him. It is also true that more people have heard the gospel, or have access to the gospel, than is commonly known. The gospel has been preached all over the world for 2,000 years, and today 98 percent of the world’s population has access to the Bible in their own language.22

In terms of how the Bible might specifically address this question, we see in Scripture that if someone really wants to find the true God, he will reach them with his message. For an example of this, see the story of Cornelius in Acts 10. Cornelius was a man who sought God, but did not know the way of salvation through Christ. The Lord sent both an angel and an apostle to him to make sure he had access to the good news.

Furthermore, the Bible teaches that children who die are taken into God’s grace automatically and given eternal life. After the death of King David’s newborn son, David uttered these words, “I will go to him, but he will not return to me” (2 Samuel 12:23). David had confidence that he would see his son again, even though, as a newborn baby, the child did not have a chance to hear of the true God and believe.

As someone who likely lives in America, it is important that you realize that the excuse of not hearing about Jesus does not apply to you. You have heard about him, perhaps many times, and now the ball is in your court. Here are the steps you should take if you would like to be right with God: 1) repent of your sins, 2) trust that only Christ’s death can save you, and 3) commit to serve him for the rest of your life.



5. What is the evidence that Jesus was resurrected?

The Resurrection is central to the entire Christian faith. If Jesus was not resurrected, he can’t be God or the Savior of mankind, and Christianity becomes a crumbling house of cards. However, if he was…well, you know what that means.

As you can imagine, every aspect of the Resurrection has been criticized, yet millions still believe. Why? Because the objections do not overcome the powerful evidence that supports the claim that Jesus Christ was indeed raised from the dead.

Here are brief answers to the top three objections to the resurrection of Jesus Christ:


1.Jesus never died. Remember, he was scourged before he was crucified. This cruel, bloody beating made him too weak to even carry his own cross (Mark 15:21). Just after he died, soldiers pierced his side with a spear, releasing blood and water, a clear sign of death (John 19:34). And, after he was taken off the cross, Pilate, the Roman governor, sent soldiers to confirm his death (Mark 15:44).

2.The disciples stole the body. If so, the body was never found, though his enemies would certainly have searched for it. All they would have had to do to end Christianity forever was to produce the body. Yet they never did. Moreover, Pilate set a guard to make sure it could not be stolen; at the urging of the Jewish leaders, Pilate ordered, “You have a guard; go your way, make it as secure as you know how” (Matthew 27:62-66).

3.The disciples fabricated the resurrection story. If they did, they knowingly taught and died for a lie. You may die for a lie you believe to be true, but you would never die for a lie you know to be a lie. “And they were willing to spend the rest of their lives proclaiming this, without any payoff from a human point of view…. They faced a life of hardship. They often went without food, slept exposed to the elements, were ridiculed, beaten, imprisoned. And finally, most of them were executed in tortuous ways.”23





6. Wasn’t the story of Jesus taken from earlier myths?

People around the world claim that the account of Jesus’ life and ministry was manufactured by borrowing from world religions and myths that predated him. From Buddhism to Zoroastrianism to Greek mythology, Christianity came about, per their claim, by combining elements of various other faith accounts to create the Jesus fable. But does this theory stand a closer inspection of the evidence? Not in the least.

First of all, you will find the following common flaws in the logic of these types of claims:


•The assumption that the New Testament is wrong. The critics’ bias precludes any possibility other than this.

•The assumption that the New Testament authors were liars, in spite of their clear teaching to the contrary. Why build a religion of truth-telling on a foundation of lies and deceit?

•The assumption of the evolution of the “God concept.” We start by assuming we are evolving, building on what was developed in the past and forming a better God along the way.

•The assumption that similarity equals progeny. The critic assumes that if there are any similarities, Christianity must find its partial or full origin in the similar religion or myth. However, in the process, glaring dissimilarities are overlooked.



As an illustration of this last point, consider Asclepius, the Greek god of healing and medicine. One website claims Jesus was virtually identical to Asclepius, but ignores the marked differences.24 His mother, Coronis, was a mortal who slept with Apollo. When she was unfaithful, she was murdered by Artemis, Apollo’s sister, and placed on a funeral pyre. At the last minute, Apollo saved his unborn son and gave him to a centaur named Chiron, who became his tutor.25 This kind of absurd comparison is common with these types of claims.



7. Isn’t “Christ” your “indwelling divinity” or “God essence”?26

The view of Jesus has changed so much that he isn’t even a real person anymore, only a state of mind, a “vehicle to pure consciousness.”27 The term “Christ” has been spiritualized to make it refer to, not a literal man, but a divine essence in humanity that can be accessed through specific New Age practices. So, did the Bible get it wrong? Is this New Age “Christ” really the one we should be following?

If this is the real Christ, I’d like to see the evidence. What proof is there that Christ is not the actual man specified in the gospels? Of course, you are free to believe whatever you want, but wouldn’t you rather believe something that has evidence behind it? Not surprisingly, in the writings that offer this theory, not a single shred of evidence is given to support it, except a list of statements of the historical Jesus taken out of context.

For example, one author says that Christ is not eternal, because “there is no past or future in Christ.”28 As proof of this, the author quotes Jesus’ statement in John 8:58, “Before Abraham was, I AM,” and then says, “He did not say: ‘I already existed before Abraham was born.’”29 Yet when you read the actual account, this is exactly what Jesus was saying. In verse 56, he had just said that Abraham saw his (Jesus’) entrance into the world. The Jews then asked him how he could know what Abraham had seen, since he was too young to have even met Abraham. Jesus answered by saying, “Before Abraham was, I AM.” In so doing, he took the name of God from Exodus 3:14, a name meaning, “The Existing One.”

In fact, the actual evidence militates against this spiritualized view of Jesus. From the context of Christ’s words to the eyewitnesses of his death and resurrection—the proof points away from the “Christ essence” theory. The absurdity of the teachings that accompany this view of Christ—for example, that pain, problems, and death are only illusions30—also damage the credibility of this teaching.



8. Aren’t “Jesus” and “Christ” really different things?

It is a common charge today that the words “Jesus Christ” do not represent a single person. “Jesus,” they say, was a real man of history; “Christ,” however, is not referring to the man Jesus, but to the spiritual energy or God-presence indwelling us all. Eckhart Tolle put it this way:


[Jesus] had gone beyond the consciousness dimension governed by time, into the realm of the timeless…. Thus, the man Jesus became Christ, a vehicle for pure consciousness.31



This view is popular in New Age spirituality, a belief rooted in ancient Hinduism, where man’s ultimate goal is to attain oneness with an impersonal, divine force, the Ultimate Reality.

This view of Christ, like all New Age teachings, is based on two core beliefs: 1) that man has entered a new age of evolution where his spiritual powers have increased, and 2) that the original teachings of Jesus were distorted by his disciples and are unreliably preserved in the New Testament.32

In answer to this, let me first explain the difference between “Jesus” and “Christ” as defined in the New Testament. Jesus means “Jehovah is salvation” and is the name given to the firstborn son of Mary and Joseph from Nazareth in Palestine. Christ, on the other hand, means “anointed one” and represents the man Jesus’ title, not a divine presence or energy.

In terms of weaknesses, we must first understand that human evolution is actually not occurring. The Big Bang does not explain our origins, scientific dating methods are deeply flawed, and the fossil record is fraught with problems (see Chapter 6, Science Questions 1-4). Furthermore, the evidence does not support the charge that Jesus’ teachings were distorted and are not reliably preserved in the New Testament. (For more on this, see Chapter 4, Bible Questions.) Since the core beliefs of this theory are incorrect, how, then, can the theory itself be true? It can’t, and that’s the point.



9. Wasn’t Jesus’ primary teaching to love one another in spite of our differences?

Some people say that Jesus’ overarching teaching was love, and that we should, therefore, focus on this teaching and leave out the divisive, dogmatic beliefs about God, the Bible, and the viability of one religion over another.

Indeed, like no other teacher in history, Jesus taught us to love. He even taught us to show love to our enemies, regardless of their beliefs or lifestyle (Matthew 5:43-48). But it must be remembered that this is not all that Jesus taught. The same Jesus who said to love others also said that God desires to be worshiped in truth, not in error (John 4:23); the same Jesus who said to love also said that false teachers would come into the world and claim to be the savior of mankind in an effort to deceive (Mark 13:22). In other words, love is not the only thing Jesus saw as important; understanding and believing the truth revealed by God was also critical to him.

The Jesus who taught love also made harsh moral judgments, like when he called his contemporaries a “wicked and adulterous generation” (Matthew 12:39) and when he said the religious leaders of his time were “sons of hell” (Matthew 23:15). Furthermore, the loving Jesus frequently spoke of the fearful reality of a final day of judgment (Matthew 25:31-46) and the awful experience of being condemned to hell (Luke 16:19-31).

Given these truths, my question would be: How do you decide which parts of Jesus’ teaching to accept and which to reject? The same book that tells us of his love for all, also tells us of his strong moral stance, his unwavering commitment to the one God, and his deep conviction of a real hell.

Could it be that you’ve chosen the kind of Jesus—and by extension, the kind of God—you’ve wanted all along? We don’t mind a God who tells us to love others, but we can’t stand the God who tells us what is right and wrong, and promises one day to judge us by the moral standard he has set for us.






6. Science Questions

Science is the god of choice for many in America, and stands as perhaps the greatest intellectual challenge to the Christian faith today. This chapter addresses nine objections to the Bible offered by modern science. The chart below lists them and provides page numbers for each.



	Science Questions



	1
	Doesn’t the Big Bang prove the Bible isn’t true?



	2
	What about mutations and natural selection?



	3
	Haven’t scientific dating methods proven the Bible isn’t true?



	4
	Doesn’t the fossil record prove the Bible is wrong?



	5
	What about the dinosaurs?



	6
	Wasn’t the Genesis creation account taken from other cultures?



	7
	What is the evidence of a global flood?



	8
	Aren’t miracles scientifically impossible?



	9
	Hasn’t the church persecuted great scientists like Galileo?






1. Doesn’t the Big Bang prove the Bible isn’t true?

To properly evaluate the Big Bang, you first need to understand that there are two types of science. Observational science is based on observable, repeatable events in the present. Origins science, however, is not based on observation, but takes present facts and uses them to develop theories to explain the past. Origins science is also heavily influenced by the scientist’s worldview. The Big Bang theory and the Creation model are both examples of origins science, because they deal with the past and are not directly measurable in the present.

Despite what science textbooks say, the Big Bang has many weaknesses. Even secular (non-religious) scientists are beginning to question the validity of this theory. Visit cosmologystatement.org to read “An Open Letter to the Scientific Community” signed by 218 scientists and engineers.33

Here are some well known problems with the Big Bang:


•“The known laws of physics fail to describe how the singularity [the spec of matter that exploded at the Big Bang] could exist.”34

•The law of cause and effect is violated. The Big Bang provides no answer for the cause of the proposed initial explosion.35

•When matter is created, an equal amount of antimatter is created. But “the visible universe is comprised almost entirely of matter—with only trace amounts of antimatter anywhere.”36

•Though galaxies in the distant universe should appear in the early stages of development (because we are supposedly seeing them billions of years ago), “images from the Hubble Deep Field show fully-formed galaxies in the early universe.”37



The Bible, on the other hand, provides a scientifically sound explanation of our origins given by an eyewitness, God himself.38



2. What about mutations and natural selection?

In evolutionary theory, life starts off in simple forms (with relatively low amounts of information in the genetic code) and evolves into more complex ones (with relatively high amounts of information). Consequently, for evolution to be true, information must be added to our genetic code over time. Evolutionists propose two mechanisms to do this: mutations and natural selection. However, in observational science, these mechanisms only reduce the amount of information in the genome.


Mutations. A mutation is a copying mistake in DNA which causes changes in life forms. Some mutations have no effect, some are unnoticeable, and some produce significant changes. Mutations, although helpful at times, do not add information to the genetic code; they remove it. Consider the wingless beetle. On a windy island, it may be beneficial for a beetle to have a mutation that causes the loss of wings. However, while the loss of wings may make it easier to survive in a particular environment, the result to the genetic code is a loss of information.39

Natural Selection. Natural selection can be defined as “the process by which individuals possessing a set of traits that confer a survival advantage in a given environment tend to leave more offspring.”40 Again, the key question is, Does it add information to the genetic code? The answer, again, is no. Back to our wingless beetle. Natural selection may “prefer” the wingless beetle, in that it may have an advantage over beetles with wings. However, remember: 1) only beetles are produced through this process (not any other type of life) and 2) no new information is added to the beetle’s DNA through this “choosing” process.



The biblical model fits what we observe in real science better. God, an infinite intelligence, created the original life forms with the genetic information required to develop into the life we see today. He also created different kinds of animals who then reproduced after their kinds (dogs to dogs, cats to cats, etc.). From this original kind, through natural selection and other processes, the various forms of life we see today developed.



3. Haven’t scientific dating methods proven the Bible isn’t true?

The Bible teaches only thousands of years of world history (about 6,000), while secular science teaches billions (about 14 billion). But they both can’t be right. So, is the world really billions of years old, or only thousands?

There are many physical processes that can be used to calculate the age of the world, most of which contradict long age secular theories. For example, if we measure the amount of salt in the sea and calculate the net increase in saltiness per year, we can work backward and determine the maximum possible age of the oceans (not the actual age, just the mathematical maximum). When we make this calculation, we come up with a maximum age of 62 million years for the oceans, almost 65 times less than the 4 billion commonly reported in science textbooks.41

It is also important to understand that when scientists date rocks through radiometric dating (RD) processes, they are calculating a possible age based on the decay of certain elements in the rock itself; in other words, RD produces calculations, not dates. RD is a method of determining the age of rocks from lava flows, a process with many weaknesses. First of all, it is based on the following unprovable and unknowable assumptions: 1) that all of the starting conditions are known, 2) that the decay rate of the elements has not changed, and 3) that the system is closed, allowing no addition or deletion of material. And all of this over millions or billions of years.42 Furthermore, RD methods are not always accurate for rocks of known ages, and different methods often disagree when used to date the same sample.43

Ultimately, the best way to determine the age of something is to seek an eyewitness account. In the case of the universe, God is the only eyewitness available, because he was the only one there when the world was created. The question, then, boils down to this: Who are you going to trust—God or man?



4. Doesn’t the fossil record prove the Bible is wrong?

The fossil record is a central pillar in the argument for the evolution of life. The order of burial supposedly presents a clear and undeniable account of evolution from simple forms (at the bottom) to complex ones (at the top). It is important to note, however, that what we actually see in the fossil record is only the order of burial of certain animals. Because we are so indoctrinated in evolution, we see what we are programmed to see when we look at things like the fossil record—proof of evolution. This is true in other areas of scientific inquiry as well, like adaptation, natural selection, star formation, and “missing links.”

Contrary to popular opinion, the evolutionary interpretation of the fossil record is fraught with problems. Here are a few:


•“The impeccable state of preservation of most fossils requires the animals and plants to have been very rapidly buried.”44 Plants or animals buried slowly over long periods would be destroyed by scavengers and bacteria.45

•Large fossil graveyards found all over the world cannot be explained by slow, gradual processes. “The Redwall Limestone of the Grand Canyon contains…marine creatures buried by fast-moving slurry that involved 24 cubic miles of lime, sand, and silt. No river or lake today can account for the scale of these graveyards.”46

•Polystrate fossils (fossils that cut vertically through many geologic layers), like the trees at Joggins, Nova Scotia, are not easily explained by slow fossilization.47



Evolutionary theory is not the only paradigm that explains the order of burial in the fossil record. There is also the global flood of Noah’s time, a worldwide cataclysmic event which included earthquakes, volcanos, and massive amounts of fast moving water. The flood provides a better explanation for rapid burial and fossilization, massive fossil graveyards, and polystrate fossils.



5. What about the dinosaurs?

Perhaps more than anything, the secular history of the dinosaurs suggests to the world that the Bible is outdated and irrelevant. But is the issue of the dinosaurs really settled beyond dispute? Not at all. Today, not even all secular scientists agree on what happened to the dinosaurs. In a 2008 BBC article entitled, “What really killed the dinosaurs?,” the theory that they were destroyed by a large meteor strike was challenged. “Until recently most scientists thought they knew what killed off the dinosaurs,” the article stated. A Science Channel program by the same name added, “Maybe they died out gradually for completely different reasons.” It also must be noted that the age of dinosaurs is based on the radiometric dating of rock layers in the vicinity of dinosaur fossils, and, therefore, is subject to the same weaknesses as the fossil record and scientific dating methods discussed previously.

Here are a few of the Bible’s teachings on the existence and death of the dinosaurs48:


•They were formed: God created them on Day 6 along with the other land animals and man (Genesis 1:24-26).

•They fell: They suffered the effects of Adam’s fall in the Garden of Eden (Genesis 3:17-18) and the curse placed upon creation at that time (Romans 8:20-22).

•They endured the flood: They experienced the catastrophic flood of Noah, although one pair of each kind of dinosaur was saved on the Ark (Genesis 6:19-20).49

•They faded: After the flood, they spread out to repopulate the earth, but over time became extinct, like many other animals in the harsh post-flood world.



So why doesn’t the Bible use the word “dinosaur?” The word itself was not invented until 1841 by Sir Richard Owen, long after the King James (KJV) Bible was translated. The KJV does frequently use the word “dragon,” however, and in most cases, the usage fits the description of dinosaurs quite well.



6. Wasn’t the Genesis creation account taken from other cultures?

Is the creation account given in the book of Genesis just another story the biblical authors borrowed from other cultures? To answer this question, let’s look at two key parts of the Genesis narrative, the creation of the world (chapters 1-3) and the global flood (chapters 9-11).

The Creation. Similar stories from the Near East, like the Babylonian and Sumerian creation accounts, are said to be the basis for the Genesis story. However, these accounts are very different from the Bible. They do not explain creation as the act of a single, infinite God (as the Bible does), but as a result of a battle between many limited gods. Moreover, humanity was created by mixing the blood of an evil god with clay, whereas, in the Bible, God created man directly from the soil. The Genesis account overall is also simpler and less mythological, a sign that it may actually be the basis for the other accounts and not the other way around.50 “In the Ancient Near East,” notes Josh McDowell, “the rule is that simple accounts or traditions give rise (by accretion and embellishment) to elaborate legends, but not the reverse.”51

The Flood. The Greeks, Hindus, Chinese, Mexicans, Algonquins, and Hawaiians also have stories of an ancient, global flood. But, like the creation account, their renditions are less believable and more mythological in nature. The Babylonian account contains a cube-shaped ship (which would have been very unstable in the raging seas). Other pagan accounts have the rainfall lasting only seven days and the waters subsiding in only one day.52 Also, only Genesis gives the year of the flood and a chronology of Noah’s life. “Another striking difference between Genesis and the other versions is that...the hero is granted immortality and exalted. The Bible moves on to Noah’s sin. Only a version that seeks to tell the truth would include this realistic admission.”53



7. What is the evidence of a global flood?

Most people have heard of Noah’s flood, but have never seen any evidence that would support it. However, there is powerful proof that the global flood of Noah’s time did indeed take place. Here are six evidences of a global flood as presented by the apologetics ministry Answers in Genesis54:

1. Fossils of sea creatures exist high above sea level. Fossilized sea creatures appear in rock layers on every continent, including the Grand Canyon (over a mile above sea level) and the Himalayas.

2. Rapid burial of plants and animals. Graveyards of well preserved fossils exist all over the world. Billions of nautiloid fossils (squid-like creatures with a shell55) are found in the Redwall Limestone of the Grand Canyon. Other examples include the chalk and coal beds of Europe and the United States. The quality of the fossils is evidence of rapid burial.

3. Rapidly deposited sediment layers spread across vast areas. Rock layers that extend across and even between continents, as well as physical characteristics in those strata, indicate the material was laid down rapidly.

4. Sediment transported long distances. Some of the sediment in those widespread rock layers, like the sand from the Coconino Sandstone of the Grand Canyon, had to be eroded and carried long distances by fast moving water.

5. Rapid or no erosion between strata. Contrary to the teaching of evolutionary geology, no slow and gradual erosion has been found between rock layers. In fact, the opposite has been observed: rapid erosion between strata.

6. Many strata laid down in rapid succession. Rocks do not normally bend as they become hard and brittle; they shatter or break. In many places, however, we find rock layers that bent without cracking or splintering, showing that the layers were laid down rapidly and flexed while still soft.



8. Aren’t miracles scientifically impossible?

If the Bible is true, then miracles have to be possible. But doesn’t science show that the laws of nature actually prevent miracles from happening? Not at all. Many miracles require the suspension of the normal principles of nature in order to occur, but not all do. The parting of the Rea Sea was caused when “the LORD drove the sea back with a strong east wind and turned it into dry land” (Exodus 14:21). Here the timing of events and the direct cause of the wind were divinely ordered. In cases like this, science can offer no criticism, because the miracle was accomplished within the normal workings of nature.

However, the Bible does describe miracles that are contrary to the laws of nature, like the Resurrection, and are therefore subject to criticism by the scientific community. Below is a listing and response to common criticisms about these kinds of miracles:

1. Physical laws cannot be broken. Physical laws only describe how the universe normally operates. If there is a supernatural Creator who brought those laws into existence in the first place, what is to prevent him from suspending those laws at a specific time for a specific reason? Nothing.

2. No one has seen a miracle. Of course, let’s not forget that the Bible is a book documenting eyewitness accounts to specific miracles. What most people mean by this objection, though, is I’ve never seen a miracle. Remember, miracles are rare by definition, so it is no surprise that most of us haven’t seen one. As someone has said, “I’ve never seen the dark side of the moon either, but that doesn’t mean it doesn’t exist.” Many legitimate accounts of miracles have been documented since biblical times, most of which have occurred on the mission field.

3. There is no God. More times than not, this is the real issue for most people. Before they even consider the evidence for miracles, they’ve already concluded they can’t happen, because there is no God to perform them. See Chapter 3, God Questions.



9. Hasn’t the church persecuted great scientists like Galileo?

The supposed persecution of the 16th century scientist Galileo by the Catholic church is said to demonstrate the intolerance of the Christian community to scientific progress. In these accounts, Galileo is presented as a hero of Western science being attacked by a church which arrogantly refused to believe the earth was not the center of the solar system. Depending on the account referenced, this persecution even included imprisonment and torture.

Interestingly, however, the facts of the case show the opposite. In his book, What’s so great about Christianity?, Dinesh D’Souza takes up this issue and presents a rarely heard historical rebuttal to this common charge.56 Here is a summary of his findings:


•The issue of whether the earth revolved around the sun or the sun revolved around the earth (heliocentricity or geocentricity) was not settled at the time.

•The Pope admired and supported Galileo, as did the head of the Inquisition, Cardinal Bellarmine.

•Given the unproven nature of Galileo’s theory and the serious Scriptural considerations, Bellarmine issued an injunction that Galileo was not to teach or promote heliocentrism, to which Galileo agreed.

•Later Galileo renewed his public teaching of heliocentrism and published a book supporting it.

•In his book, Galileo made several critical mistakes: 1) his proofs were scientifically inaccurate, 2) he embarrassed the Pope by representing him as a simpleton, and 3) he taught that the Bible was mostly allegorical and must be continually reinterpreted.

•In the end, he was not found guilty of heresy, but of failing to keep his agreement with Bellarmine, and was sentenced to house arrest.

•Galileo was never placed in a dungeon or tortured.








7. Truth Questions

The Bible’s claim to be the source of truth for mankind is not without its skeptics. This chapter consists of seven questions regarding this all important subject. The chart below lists those questions and provides page numbers for each.



	Truth Questions



	1
	No one has all the truth, do they?



	2
	Isn’t truth different for every person?



	3
	Do all paths lead to the same God?



	4
	What about Islam and Buddhism?



	5
	There is no such thing as absolute truth, is there?



	6
	Isn’t tolerance the most important thing?



	7
	Shouldn’t we just focus on the common truth of love in all religions?






1. No one has all the truth, do they?

Many believe that there is truth out there; they just don’t believe any one group has it all. In contemporary American culture, claiming to be certain of any particular truth, much less all of them, comes off as arrogant and foolish. But is it?

I had a conversation with a woman on an airplane one day related to this question. We talked about spiritual things for over an hour and covered every conceivable topic. At some point she raised this objection with me (that no one has all the truth). At the time I wasn’t sure exactly how to respond, but as I thought about it later, a few things came to mind.

If no one has all the truth, how do you know the statement—“no one has all the truth”—is true? Maybe it is a part of the truth that no one can know. This type of assertion is actually self-refuting: if it’s true, it can’t be true. So, while it makes for a catchy retort on a long airplane flight, it is actually a nonsense statement.

It is also interesting to note that the folks who make these kinds of claims do not, in practice, actually believe them. Consider my friend on the airplane. Although she was confident I didn’t have all the truth, she certainly held some strong opinions herself on what was true and what was not. She was certain God was not personal or knowable. She was certain there was no heaven or hell. She was certain the Bible was not God’s Word. And she was certain that Jesus was not divine or resurrected from the dead. Now, for someone who didn’t believe that anyone could know all the truth, she sure did know a lot of it herself!

The point is, we all have a core set of beliefs about life, God, and spiritual things. No one really believes “no one has all the truth”—we each believe we have it! But because we (my airplane friend and I) believe things that contradict—about the Resurrection, for example—one of us is right and the other is wrong. Of that we can both be certain.



2. Isn’t truth different for every person?

Some people say that each person creates their own truth. If it is true for you, then it is your truth; if it is true for me, then it is my truth. But there is no truth that applies to all of us.

There is some truth to this. When it comes to the opinions or preferences of individuals (I think chocolate is the best ice cream flavor; you think strawberry is), yes, each person has their own “truth.” But, outside of these types of limited situations, this view just doesn’t hold up. Let me give you a few flaws in this thinking.

Many everyday examples show that this statement cannot be true. “You have to eat to live. That’s true for you, but not for me.” “My boss says I have to be at work at eight, but that’s just his truth. I have a different truth—I’ll start at ten!” Could either of these statements actually be true?

Views that contradict cannot both be true. If your truth is that the Bible is corrupt and my view is that the Bible is not corrupt, one of us is wrong, because our views contradict. If we start allowing contradictions to be true, then our entire world degrades into meaningless insanity (see next question).

You can’t be sure you’re right about the most important things in life. If everybody’s truth about God, the afterlife, and heaven and hell is equally valid, then there’s no way for you to be certain your view is right and another view is wrong. In the end, you cannot be sure about any of the most important aspects of life. Can you really live with that?

You can’t argue against evil. If everybody’s truth is valid, then Adolf Hitler’s is valid and Osama bin Laden’s is valid and Charles Manson’s is valid. But nobody really believes that.

Despite our attempts to conceal it, there is an overarching truth that applies to all of us. The Bible tells us that our reality is built upon the absolute reality of a personal, knowable God who, through his nature and Word, has defined for us what is true and what is false, what is right and what is wrong.



3. Do all paths lead to the same God?

If there’s one thing I hope to encourage you to do through this book, it is to learn how to think critically. I don’t mean to be a critical person, always criticizing others, but to discern good thinking from bad, logical arguments from illogical ones. This question represents one of those illogical ones.

The core problem with this question is that it violates the law of contradiction. The law of contradiction says that something cannot be both A and non-A at the same time and under the same circumstances. For example, saying that the Washington Redskins are an NFL team and are not an NFL team at the same time and under the same circumstances is a contradiction. Therefore, both of these claims cannot be true. Furthermore, per the law of contradiction, one of the claims must be correct and one incorrect. The Redskins are either an NFL team or they are not. There is no third option. While most people may not be able to name this law, they make use of it every day.

Let’s apply this rule to the question regarding paths to God. Let’s say you want to go from Raleigh, NC, to Washington, DC, so you ask two different people for directions. One person says you should take I-95 north, and the other person says you should take I-95 south. In case you’re not familiar with the geography of the East Coast, if you follow I-95 south from Raleigh, you’ll end up in Miami! You’ve got to go north to make it to DC. Both of these directions can’t be right—they cannot lead you to the same place—because they contradict each other, and a contradiction can never be true.

In a similar way, when we say that all paths lead to the same God, we’re saying the same thing. When you analyze the core teachings of the world’s religions, you will find that they continually contradict each other. For example, Christianity claims that Jesus Christ was physically resurrected from the dead; Islam says he wasn’t. Because they contradict, one must be right and the other wrong, but both cannot be true.



4. What about Islam and Buddhism?

Christianity is not the only religion in the world. Islam, Hinduism, and Buddhism also have millions (and even billions) of adherents worldwide. To some, the existence of these other major religions brings into question the validity of Christianity. If so many people believe so sincerely in these other faiths, isn’t it possible that Christianity isn’t true? Or, as mentioned in the previous question, isn’t it possible that all are correct in their own way? Let’s examine this question by analyzing two of the world’s major religions, Islam and Buddhism. What do they teach, and how are they different from Christianity?

Islam, meaning “submission,” is a religion developed from the teachings of Muhammad, an Arab man born in Mecca in A.D. 570. Islam has two major schools, Sunni, by far the largest, and Shi’ite. Islam teaches a single God, but not a Trinity, rejects the Bible as a source of reliable revelation from God, denies that Jesus is the Son of God or that he was resurrected, and declares salvation can only be found by accomplishing the Five Pillars of the Faith.57

Buddhism, on the other hand, was developed by Siddhartha Gautama, a rich nobleman of the fifth century B.C. Buddhists seek to escape the cycles of rebirth by experiencing Nirvana, a state of existence without suffering. Nirvana is accomplished by following the Eightfold Path: right belief, resolve, word, act, life, effort, thinking, and meditation. There is no personal God in Buddhism, and, of course, no personal Savior.58

In terms of deciding which is true, I point you back to the law of contradiction. The major teachings of each religion contradict the major teachings of Christianity (nature of God, method of salvation, nature and role of Jesus Christ, and the Bible). For example, Buddhism says God is not personal; Christianity says he is. Therefore, one must be wrong and one right. But they both cannot be true.



5. There is no such thing as absolute truth, is there?

Let me give you three weaknesses of believing that there is no such thing as absolute truth.

1. It is self-refuting. This statement is itself an absolute statement. What it means is that there is no truth that applies to everyone at all times and in all places. But saying there is no absolute truth is just this kind of statement! It is meant to apply to everyone at all times and in all places. Therefore, when I say it, I negate it at the same time. As I said in question 1 of this chapter, while this statement sounds intelligent, it is actually a nonsense statement. Here are few other statements that commit this error:


•“No one can know the truth.” So how can you know that is true?

•“You can’t know you’re right and others are wrong.” And how do you know that?

•“We shouldn’t judge others.” But isn’t that a judgment?



2. It destroys a consistent worldview. Another major problem with this statement is that you cannot be fully consistent with it in your own worldview. When someone says they don’t believe in absolutes, ask them if they believe that genocide is ever right. “Of course not,” they’ll reply. What about rape? “No way!” Do you see the inconsistency?

3. It undermines my ability to know anything. In spite of the self-refuting nature of this claim, if I insist on holding to it anyway (which many do), I am accepting a contradiction as a part of my worldview. When I do that, I can never actually know anything, because then any claim made by anyone can mean absolutely anything, no matter how absurd.59

The bottom line is that we all hold to absolute beliefs in some respect for moral and spiritual things. We just differ on which absolutes we hold. To decide between opposing views, there must be an absolute standard outside of us by which we can judge our views. The Bible gives us that standard, the Word of the eternal, foundation of all existence, God.



6. Isn’t tolerance the most important thing?

“Tolerance” is the buzz word of our generation. Whatever else we do, we must be tolerant of the views of others. But is that really the most important thing? The answer depends on what you mean by “tolerance.” If by it you mean we should allow others to believe what they want without fear of mistreatment or oppression, then, yes, it is an important thing.

However, if you mean I must allow others to do whatever they want regardless of the costs to individual human beings or the society overall, then, no, it is not. If tolerance means I have to say everyone is right, give up my freedom to call out someone for promoting lies, and cease all efforts to show others the light of the Bible and Jesus of Nazareth, no. If tolerance means I have to allow false teachings to spread about the Bible, God, and Christianity, and watch quietly as others rewrite history and lay the intellectual foundation to take away my rights, no.

I’m afraid, however, that this is exactly what most people mean by tolerance. These are not the words they would use, but this is what they mean by their actions. What tolerance really means is that I, as a Christian, must tolerate everybody else’s views—no matter how crude or offensive—and keep my mouth shut. All the while, people from every angle mock and labor to destroy everything I believe in and hold dear.

If you are not a Christian, step back and listen as if you were. Count how many times the name of Jesus is used as an expletive on TV each night, and then ask yourself how society would respond if it was the name of Muhammad instead. Hear as the Bible is taunted by a constant procession of supposed “historical” or “scientific” TV shows, and then ponder the response if it was the Koran being criticized. Notice how my faith is chiseled off of monuments and shoved out of classrooms, and how my people are forced, against their will and conscience, to service homosexual weddings. Then, you tell me, who’s really the intolerant lot in America?



7. Shouldn’t we just focus on the common truth of love in all religions?

If “tolerance” is the buzzword of this generation, then “love” is its twin sister. Since love is common to all religions, we should focus on loving each other and ignore everything else.

The problem is that there isn’t a common definition of love across religions. While many argue that Islam is a religion of love, it produces inhumane treatment of women, holy war against unbelievers, and grievous violations of human rights; Hinduism teaches that one’s pitiful circumstances are a result of karma and are therefore divinely appointed (hence the Caste system); and Atheism’s core teaching (atheism is a religion that worships man) is survival of the fittest, a doctrine which, when taken at face value, leaves no room at all for the concept of love.

Whatever common urge we share toward love can only come from three possible sources. Firstly, we are all made in the image of God (Genesis 1:26) and, therefore, have each been given a conscience (Romans 2:14-15), which encourages us to do good to others. Secondly, western cultures have been heavily influenced by the Bible, and have benefited from its teaching on the nature of true love. And finally, out of enlightened selfinterest, a politically correct “love,” which promotes acts of mercy, generosity, and benevolence as “cool,” has arisen.

But even if a common code of love could be identified, it would not satisfy us, because it could not answer life’s ultimate questions. Let’s say we all agreed on what love is and labored to demonstrate it as we had agreed. How does that answer the question of why there is suffering in the world, or what comes after death, or who God is and how to please him? It doesn’t. We search for God because we need more than a common definition of love; we need someone to explain this life to us and offer us a way out of it. If you want to focus on an important aspect of religion, focus on this one. When you do, you’ll find that the Bible alone satisfies the deepest questions of life.






8. Church & Christianity Questions

Many question the faith of Jesus because of what they “know” about Christianity, or what they have seen of the conduct of the Christians around them. This chapter addresses these issues by answering nine common questions in this area. The chart below lists those questions and provides page numbers for each.



	Church & Christianity Questions



	1
	Don’t Christians do as much evil as anyone else?



	2
	What about the Crusades?



	3
	Why are Christians always asking for money?



	4
	You don’t have to go to church to be a good person, do you?



	5
	Isn’t the true meaning of Christianity found in hidden symbols and texts?



	6
	Didn’t Christianity develop from other religions?



	7
	Why are there so many churches and denominations?



	8
	Why are some groups called “cults”?



	9
	I’m not in to organized religion.






1. Don’t Christians do as much evil as anyone else?

The single greatest objection to the teachings of Christ is the conduct of Christians. Whether it is an ancient wrong of Christendom from antiquity or the evil perpetrated by a neighbor who goes to church every Sunday, people evaluate the validity of the Christian faith based on how its adherents live and act. With so many moral failures attributable to believers today, how can anyone really take Jesus seriously? Good question.

First of all, many misunderstand what it means to be a real Christian. It does not mean we become perfect and never sin again. It means we have repented of our sins, trusted in Jesus as payment for those sins, and vow to live for him until we die. However, we retain our sin nature and war with it for the rest of our lives (which means, from time to time, we will offend you). Remember, too, that “religious” people—religious hypocrites, to be more accurate—have always plagued the earth; even during the time of Jesus, they were a thorn in humanity’s side. This means that many who give Christianity a bad name today are not true believers at all. And, finally, much of the evil done in the name of Christ in the past was accomplished by governments falsely flying the Christian flag. This is nothing new, and is not unique to Christianity.60 (See next question.)

Yes, we Christians fail to exhibit the true character of our faith many times. But if you pay close attention, you will see that, by the grace of God, we also do a lot of good. Do you realize that you live in a culture blessed by the benevolent work of genuine Christians? For example, one author pointed out that “almost every one of the first 123 colleges and universities in the United States has Christian origins.”61 Furthermore, “the first hospitals [in America] were started largely by Christians.”62 Think of the names: Baptist Hospital, Methodist Hospital, and St Luke’s Presbyterian. Don’t forget that the Salvation Army, Red Cross, and YMCA (Young Men’s Christian Association) all started as Christian organizations.



2. What about the Crusades?

Since the time Jesus walked the earth, several notable crimes have been committed in his name. These crimes have become a barrier not only to belief in Christ, but also to a true understanding of New Testament Christianity.

One of the most famous stains upon Christendom is the Crusades, a series of wars carried out by the Roman Catholic church in 1095 in an attempt to regain control of the Holy Land from Muslims. Time does not permit a full discussion of the subject, but let me offer a few pertinent considerations now:


•The Roman Catholic church did not at that time and does not now represent biblical Christianity. In the view of many conservative, biblical Christians, the Catholic church left its biblical roots long before the Crusades, with teachings like purgatory, indulgences, sainthood, confession, and papal infallibility.

•Carrying out acts of war and forced conversions is absolutely forbidden by the teachings of Christ and the apostles, and represents true sin by those who claim the name of Christ, whether Protestant or Catholic.

•The Crusades demonstrate the danger of establishing a religious state. Nowhere in the New Testament is it taught that true Christians should establish and control secular government. There’s a good reason for this.

•Not all who claimed to be “Christian” were the real thing. “In times past Christendom was comprised of people living in ‘Christian’ territories.”63 Many of the rulers of so-called “Christian” nations, as well as many people living within their borders, were no more Christian than the Muslims they fought.

•True Christians also sin, and some took part in the darkest acts in church history, like the Crusades. The Christian continues to struggle with his sinful nature, and, unfortunately, sometimes that nature produces unjustifiable and wicked acts against others.





3. Why are Christians always asking for money?

“It’s just a racket.” That’s the attitude of many when it comes to Christian churches and ministries. And it’s hard to argue the point when you see men in thousand dollar suits on television fleecing single mothers, or women flying around in private jets promising health and wealth if you’ll just “send us a check.” Even those who do not believe in Jesus know that he would never condone the shenanigans of many modern “Christians.” This outright greed turns countless unbelievers away not only from the church, but also from Jesus as well.

But is all of Christian work just a front for lining somebody’s pocket? While it may seem that way from the outside, I can tell you from personal experience that this is absolutely not the case. Keep in mind, there probably wouldn’t be any charities at all if it wasn’t for Jesus and his followers: “One scholar, Dr. Martineau, exhaustively searched through historical documents and concluded that antiquity has left no trace of any organized charitable effort…. When Christ and the Bible became known, charity and benevolence flourished.”64

And though the heart of the Christian would have him do ministry for free, there are real costs he cannot avoid. Ministries hire staff, and those staff members have kids to feed and mortgages to pay. Christian organizations must have financial support or they will cease to exist. Because of this, ministries are forced to ask for help; if you don’t ask, people just won’t give.

I’ve also seen the sacrifices ministry leaders and staff make every day to keep their work going. Just recently, I met a CEO of a large Christian ministry at a conference in Chicago. He looked exhausted and rundown, so I asked him if he had slept well the night before. He told me he had slept on the floor of an empty house so his ministry wouldn’t have to pay for a hotel.

Instead of judging those who ask for your help, open your heart to them and feel the joy of giving to organizations who are genuinely trying to help a needy world.



4. You don’t have to go to church to be a good person, do you?

By and large, we all associate religion—and, by extension, going to church—with moral living. It’s only natural: people go to church to learn how to be better people. We also associate moral living with that which pleases God. God is good and therefore desires us to be good as well. But people today are questioning whether going to church is the only way to be a “good” person. “Can’t we be good without going to church?” they reason. To answer this question, we need to clarify two points: 1. why Christians go to church, and 2. what it takes to be right with God.

1. Church. Christians don’t go to church because they think it will make them better than everybody else, because it’s the only way to foster moral improvement, or because it makes them right with God. Christians meet with other Christians in order to worship Jesus Christ, experience the love of brothers and sisters, and be transformed by learning the Word of God.

2. Right with God. As mentioned above, we all know that some level of goodness is required to be accepted by our Maker. In our culture, we all believe we’ve attained that level of goodness. We look around at everybody else and say, “I’m not that bad and, therefore, I’m right with God.” But God doesn’t compare us to each other to determine our goodness—he compares us to himself. To be right with God, you must be morally perfect, without a single sin on your record. Did you know that if you committed five sins a day and lived seventy years, you would have more than 100,000 sins to account for on Judgment Day? And who among us is that good? Because of this debt, each of us is on the wrong side of an eternal, righteous, all-powerful God, who has declared us guilty and sentenced us to death.

There’s only one escape from this sentence, but it’s freely available to all. Repent of your sins, trust that Jesus Christ died in your place, and commit to live the rest of your life in his service. When you do, you’ll be right with God forever.



5. Isn’t the true meaning of Christianity found in hidden symbols and texts?

Our culture is obsessed with that which may be hidden, locked away, or kept secret. We are convinced that some of the deepest truths of life are being kept from us by mysterious forces beyond the reach of our eyes and ears. Consequently, we discount anything that comes from the past as suspect, a bold attempt by the powers-that-be to control and manipulate us. From Dan Brown’s novels, to the National Treasure movies, to groups seeking meaning in hidden patterns of biblical numbers—the evidence of our paranoia is all around us. Where will it end?

The cause of this fear is not necessarily increasing evidence that the truth has been hidden from us. It is important to keep in mind that the same people who convince us we are being lied to (i.e., authors, TV producers, and movie directors, among others) are the very ones who profit from our fear (i.e., by selling us books and movies that tell us we are being lied to).

Our fear is actually rooted in something much deeper, the reality that our culture has lost trust. We’ve lost trust in our fellow man because he has grown more untrustworthy. He swindles us; he deceives us; he lies. Unfortunately, we’ve also lost trust in God. We’re just not sure who he is anymore. Some say he’s not even there; others say he’s not involved or doesn’t care. We just don’t know who he is, so we don’t trust him.

I propose to you that this lack of trust can ultimately be traced back to our rejection of the Bible. As we have freed ourselves from its moral wisdom, we have become more immoral ourselves and, therefore, more untrustworthy; as we have ignored the clear portrait of the God it reveals, we have lost sight of the one being who can be relied upon in every situation.

In spite of what you fear, the true meaning of Christianity is not hidden from you. Open the pages of the Bible, and read it for yourself. The trustworthy God who wrote it has designed it for all to understand.



6. Didn’t Christianity develop from other religions?

One of the theories that is put forth in many circles today is that Christianity is not an original religious account, but was knit together by misguided followers from pieces of other religions and myths to create the Jesus narrative. In general, attempts to do this make the following errors:


•They assume the Bible is wrong with very little research into the questions raised.

•They take for granted that the biblical authors were liars, in spite of their clear teaching to the contrary.

•They assume the evolution of history and the “god concept.” An unstated assumption is that ancient accounts are “simple” and that embellishment has occurred.

•They assume that if any similarities exist, Christianity must have borrowed from the prior source.

•They ignore glaring dissimilarities between accounts.



Here are a few biblical elements that are often accused of being borrowed and a short defense of each65:


•The Genesis creation account. Other accounts describe creation as the result of a battle between limited gods, and man’s creation by mixing clay with the blood of an evil god.

•The Genesis flood. Only Genesis gives dates, a detailed chronology, and a realistic account of the hero.

•The Ten Commandments. The Egyptian Book of the Dead (BOD), from which Moses supposedly got the Ten Commandments, has forty-two commands, whereas Genesis has only ten. The BOD also has forty-two gods, whereas Genesis has only one.

•The life of Jesus. As an example, Asclepius, Greek god of healing, a supposed source for Jesus’ life, was born of a sexual relationship between his human mother and Apollo, was pulled from his mother’s womb on a funeral pyre, and was given to a centaur named Chiron who became his tutor. Now, does that sound like the Bible?





7. Why are there so many churches and denominations?

Presbyterian, Baptist, Methodist, Lutheran, Pentecostal. The list of Christian denominations seems endless, and, frankly, confusing. If they are all “Christian,” why do they go by so many names? There are several reasons different denominations exist. Let me list and explain a few of them:


•Different practices: In some churches the minister wears a robe; in others, a suit; still others, a Hawaiian shirt. Some churches use a band, others a choir, and others no music at all.

•Different teachings: Some teach baptism by immersion and others by sprinkling. Some believe miraculous sign gifts are still active, others believe they have ceased. Some hold to independent churches, while others teach a hierarchical form of church government.

•Conflict: As I said earlier, Christians are sinners, too. Sometimes folks just get mad, set out on their own, and start a new church or denomination. God hates conflict, but he eventually turns it for good.



As someone considering a life of following Jesus Christ (at least, I hope you are), what recommendations do I have for you regarding visiting or joining a church?


1.The church must believe and teach the Christian Bible as their sole authority.66 This precludes cults like Mormons, Jehovah’s Witnesses, and others, as well as the Catholic Church.

2.The church must believe that Jesus is the lone instrument of salvation from sin. No church that believes in multiple paths to God or salvation through any type of good works should be considered.

3.The church must teach and practice strong biblical morality. The church should preach moral change—not perfection—as an absolute requirement of genuine Christianity.





8. Why are some groups called “cults”?

The word “cult” conjures up images of enigmatic societies, secret meetings, and deadly rituals. While this indeed fits the bill for many groups today, when it comes to Christian cults, the term is normally not so diabolical. In Walter Martin’s famous book, Kingdom of the Cults, he defined a Christian cult as “a group of people gathered about a specific person or person’s misinterpretation of the Bible”67 [emphasis original]. As you can see, the term in the Christian context is not intended to be an insult.

The primary Christian cults today are Mormons, Jehovah’s Witnesses, and Christian Science. These cults have several important characteristics. First, they appeal to an authority other than the Bible. For example, the Mormon’s have Joseph Smith’s Book of Mormon, while Christian Scientists have Mary Baker Eddy’s Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures.68 Second, while they frequently quote the Bible, they almost always use it out of context. Finally, they commonly change the meaning of Christian terms, but use them as if they had not.

What all this means is, if you’re looking for a faith system based on the Bible, you really aren’t getting that with Christian cults. You are, by and large, getting a system based on a single person’s distorted teachings about the Bible.

What’s the problem with that, you ask? Don’t they have the right to believe whatever they want? Of course, they do. But you have the right to know what they believe and the results of following in their spiritual footsteps. If the Bible, understood in its original context as intended by its original authors, is the truth from God about himself, heaven and hell, salvation, and righteous living, then any deviation from that—and modern cults deviate greatly—jeopardizes not only your ability to live righteously in the sight of God, but also your eternal destiny. Remember, cults do not lead to salvation; they lead only to condemnation.



9. I’m not in to organized religion.

It is popular today to be “spiritual” but not “religious,” to pray, contemplate the divine, and even practice spiritual rituals, but not go to a house of worship or join a church. Some spiritual teachers even encourage this: “The new spirituality…is arising to a large extent outside of the structures of the existing institutionalized religions.”69 There are many reasons for this trend. Some have been hurt by religious people, some don’t want their weekend schedule interrupted, and others want to avoid accountability for their lifestyle.

Whatever the cause, the thought behind this trend is good. People are realizing that our connection to God does not come through a person, group, or institution. God, in a very real sense, is near to all of us, if we are just willing to seek him out.

While the thought may be good, is the trend itself really beneficial? To determine this, I would suggest that we ask God what he wants. If you study the reasons “organized” religions are rejected (listed above), you will quickly see that they are all focused on what we want, not what God wants. So is it God’s will that we avoid gathering with groups in our worship?

When you become convinced that the Bible is God’s Word, you stop turning to pundits for answers, and instead seek guidance from the Bible itself. The Bible states clearly that it is God’s will for his people to gather together on a regular basis (Hebrews 10:25). “Church” is not the building; it is the people. And God desires his people to gather in order to worship him, support each other, form a barrier of protection for themselves, and learn his Word. The difficulties that arise out of these gatherings are also a part of God’s will for us.

Given this, first I ask you to consider the claims of Christ and the Bible where salvation is concerned. And then, once you have committed your life to him, ignore the wisdom of the day and participate regularly in the gatherings of God’s people.






Part 2:
Evangelism Principles






9. The Seven Laws of Evangelism

Learning answers to questions about God, Jesus, and the Bible is critical to equipping you to influence those around you. However, without actually engaging the lost with those answers, the knowledge gained through apologetics will not have the full impact it could. In order to facilitate the successful use of apologetics in contemporary culture, the latter half of this book will be devoted to evangelism. In the final chapters (10-13), I will review an evangelism process I call “REAP.” The REAP strategy is a four step approach to reaching the lost in your circle of influence. Before I address the specifics of that process, however, in this chapter I will share some basic principles of evangelism called the “Seven Laws of Evangelism.” These are things you need to understand before you can successfully implement a technique like REAP in your own life. So, without further ado, let’s delve into the Seven Laws of Evangelism.

Law #1:
The Great Commission is your personal commission.

Evangelism isn’t somebody else’s job. It’s yours. While it is true that some in the church are specifically gifted by the Spirit to be evangelists and pastors (Ephesians 4:11), it is also true that the New Testament pattern is that everybody shared the good news, regardless of whether they thought themselves specially gifted or not.

You may remember the woman at the well from John 4. She met the Messiah and proceeded straight into town to tell others about him (John 4:39). And then there’s the demonpossessed man, who, after being healed, wanted to stay with Jesus, but was told instead to “go home to your family and tell them how much the Lord has done for you” (Mark 5:20). And in Acts 8, because of the persecution in Jerusalem, all of the believers, except the apostles, were scattered into outlying regions. “At that time a great persecution arose against the church which was at Jerusalem,” the Scripture says, “and they were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles.” The apostles (that is, the big name pastors and evangelists) were stuck in Jerusalem. But that didn’t stop the regular people from evangelizing! The Scripture goes on to say, “Those who had been scattered preached the word everywhere they went.” The point: You don’t have to be gifted to do evangelism; you simply have to be obedient.

Law #2:
Evangelism must be a priority.

Let’s face it—most of us are too busy to evangelize. Hurried, stressed, overburdened—these words describe us daily. Evangelism, while important in our heads, never seems to make it into our schedules; it’s just not the priority it should be. Maybe we’ve forgotten what it is like to be without Christ in the world. Remember the darkness and hopelessness you felt back when you were all alone in this world? Don’t you want others to find freedom from this? Don’t you want them to feel the great love of God and the deep joy he brings? But if you never make the time to reach out, there will be no way for them to be released. They will live and die in this hopeless state.

So how can we make time? First, we’ll need to cut some of our church activities. Yes, you read that right. Don’t abandon your church, but ask yourself if the things you do there are really that important. Then you’ll need to cut some of the kids’ activities. Make time for your children first, but ask yourself if they really need to be involved in sports and dance and piano and art and band all at the same time and year round. And then there’s me stuff and work stuff. The core problem here is selfishness. Whether it’s our drive to climb the corporate ladder or our “need” to play golf every Saturday or watch football all day Sunday, what little discretionary time we have is quickly chewed up by putting self first.

Law #3:
There is no success in evangelism without personal integrity.

The way we live—it’s one of our greatest weaknesses when it comes to promoting the gospel to others. From the pastor who has an affair with his secretary to the jerk at the office who happens to be a deacon at his church, Christians today cause more problems for the gospel than all of the devil’s demons combined. Here are a few of the areas we’ve got to improve:


Language. Many Christians lose their witness because of the way they talk. Instead of demonstrating a changed life, they act (and sound) like everybody else. Common curse words, harsh criticism, sexually suggestive talk—these are the besetting sins of many of our people. But it should not be so. Remember, God requires his children to have clean, pure language (Ephesians 4:29), and the lost will not listen to a Christian who does not heed this commandment.

Character. Character, as someone said, is what a person is in the dark. It’s who you are on the inside, something no one can hide forever. And don’t be deceived: you can’t fool an unbeliever; if your actions are not consistent with your profession, your words will be ignored. To improve your witness in this area, make sure you are demonstrating a strong work ethic in the workplace, are sacrificially honest in all of your dealings, and are staying true to your convictions, even when it costs you.

Transparency/Being Genuine: To what extent do people get what they see with you? Are you trustworthy, open, and genuine? To make sure you’re not sending the wrong message, resist the temptation to gossip, and be quick to admit your weaknesses and share your struggles with your lost friends.




Pornography. The word pornography comes from the Greek root porne, which means “to sell.” Derivatives have similar meanings: porneuo means “to prostitute” and porneia means “prostitution.”70 According to one source, the word pornography dates to the mid-1800s and literally means “writing about harlots.”71 The Lord Jesus Christ strictly forbids this type of lustful looking. “But I tell you,” he declared sharply, “that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart” (Matthew 5:28). For help overcoming pornography, consider these resources:


◊At the Altar of Sexual Idolatry, Steve Gallagher

◊The Silent War: Ministering to Those Trapped in the Deception of Pornography, Henry Rogers

◊Truth Behind the Fantasy of Porn: The Greatest Illusion on Earth, Shelley Lubben



Law #4:
If you’re not taking risks, you’re not evangelizing.

You simply cannot do evangelism without putting the things you hold dear at risk. The world is at war with Jesus Christ, and his soldiers must put themselves in harm’s way if they are to gain victories for him. Here are some valuable things you must put at risk in order to promote the gospel today.


Relationships you hold dear and enjoy as they are. As you allow God to identify the lost in your circle of influence, he may burden you to risk a relationship that is important to you. A close family member, a coworker, a friend at school—all could be put on the altar for the sake of the kingdom. And, in the end, you may lose those relationships.

Financial welfare in terms of promotions and employment. The workplace is a ripe field for promoting truth; through work we can come into contact with many unsaved people and have access to them on a regular basis. In our society as it stands today, evangelizing at work can bring serious consequences. We can lose a promotion or even our job—but how else can we win them to Christ if we stay silent?


Reputation and standing in your circle—the risk of abandonment and loneliness. We all want to be held in high regard by the people we know. But make no mistake, when you begin to promote Jesus, people will never think of you the same. Don’t forget, a crucified Messiah is “foolishness to the Gentiles” (1 Corinthians 1:23), and today, a true Bible believing Christian is even worse. You may find it a lonely place when you promote the gospel as Jesus did.



The principle the Bible gives us regarding risk taking is this: when faced with potential loss due to God’s work, put the kingdom first and your well-being second. We must not allow ourselves to focus on the consequences for us, but on the good that God can and will bring through our faithful risk taking.

Law #5:
Faith is a journey, not a lightning bolt.

Contrary to popular opinion, most people don’t come to faith in Christ in a flash, like a lightning bolt. Even those who appear to have been converted quickly have gone through some progression before making a commitment to Christ. To be more effective in building God’s kingdom, therefore, we need to adopt a broader view of conversion to reflect the process, or journey, people experience when entering it. To affect this, I have developed a three-part model called “Stages of Faith.”


Stage 1: Gospel-hardened: This type of person is a long way from faith in Jesus. These are the critics who don’t trust what you say, and, though they may listen to you pleasantly enough, won’t believe your message because they’ve already made up their minds.

Stage 2: Gospel-open: This person is closer to Jesus than the gospel-hardened. Willing to talk about Christianity and faith, they’ll listen with an open mind to your case. They have a lot of questions and are willing to express them to you. Although they are not yet ready to make a commitment to Jesus, their hearts are thawing to God and the Bible.

Stage 3: Gospel-ready: Decision time—that’s what you need to remember with the gospel-ready. They have learned about Christianity, may already understand much of the gospel, and are considering making a commitment to Christ. Having satisfied their questions, their hearts are open to the true message of the Bible and its ramifications upon their lives.



Law #6:
Apologetics is a requirement.

Everywhere you turn today, the Devil promotes his lies about the Bible, Jesus, and biblical Christianity. Children are raised to doubt the Bible’s reliability, the exclusive nature of Jesus, Noah’s flood, the Garden of Eden, miracles, and nearly everything else the Bible teaches. In this environment, to assume the average non-Christian has no issues that will keep him from being a sold-out, Bible believing Jesus freak is absurd.

Think about it like this: Why would you accept the Jesus of the Bible if you have rejected the Bible of Jesus? You wouldn’t, and that’s the point. Yet, amazingly, some who teach evangelism skim over apologetics, and some even think they can do evangelism without apologetics. They think that if they just quote the Bible enough or share the message enough times, eventually the person will see the light and believe. But they couldn’t be more wrong. To effectively engage the lost in our culture, we must stop seeing apologetics as a side issue.

Don’t let that discourage you, however. Answering basic questions about spiritual matters doesn’t require a PhD. Most of the lost you’ll be dealing with don’t know as much as you think. By learning simple answers to faith questions, you can overcome most of their objections fairly easily.

Law #7:
Expect success beyond your imagination.

It’s easy to think that no one will listen, that God has moved his work elsewhere, and that you’re left to fend for yourself. You’re willing to do the hard work, but deep inside you don’t really believe anything remarkable will happen. That’s where you’re wrong.

A few years back, the Lord put it in my heart to go down to a bar not far from where I lived to witness to the patrons. I did not want to do it; I’d spent a lot of time in those kinds of places before I was saved, and going back scared me to death. But the Lord wouldn’t let up, so I went. When I finally walked in, however, the only guy sitting at the bar got up and walked out. You sent me in here for a reason, Lord, I thought. I’m going to talk to somebody! So I started talking to the only person left, the bartender. As it turned out, Debbie was a 44-year-old woman who’d just found out she was pregnant by a man who was now in prison. After I started talking to her, she totally broke down. Though she was happy about the baby, her pregnancy brought to light all that had gone wrong in her life. She was overwhelmed, scared, and ready to seek God again.

A few days later, to my complete surprise, she came by church on Wednesday night. And then she came on Sunday. Since then she has become a faithful disciple of Christ. She’s out of the bar, taking college courses at the local community college (where she’s an honor student), and raising Rachel (the little girl she was pregnant with when I met her) without the bad influences of her loser ex-boyfriend. And all of this happened because I obeyed Christ and walked into a bar one day. That’s what God will do with you if you’ll remember this rule: Expect success beyond your imagination.

Up Next

Now that we’ve laid down some foundational principles for reaching out, let’s move on to establish the practical steps necessary to carry out the work of evangelism, the REAP process.






10. Relate: Befriending the Lost

The REAP strategy is a four-step process to follow as you engage the lost. The term “REAP” is an acrostic where every letter stands for a different step. Here is a listing and brief explanation of each step:


R – Relate. First we must initiate and develop our friendship with the lost person.

E – Educate. At this stage, we educate ourselves about the spiritual background of our lost friend and the barriers that are keeping him from fully committing his life to Christ.

A – Answer. During this phase, we give our lost friend answers to his questions and objections.

P – Present. Here we present the gospel in a way that relates to our lost friend, but also includes its three biblical elements.



To be most effective in today’s environment, you need to follow these steps in order. Of course, you can use these principles in quick, hit-and-run types of witnessing opportunities as well, but you’ll make the most impact if you follow them in sequence in a longer-term evangelistic context.

In the next four chapters, each of the REAP steps will be explained in greater detail. In this chapter, the first step, Relate, will be discussed.

Relate—Becoming a True Friend to the Lost

To build a real disciple in today’s environment, it helps to be a true friend. God and faith are sacred, emotional, personal things to most people. Some have been hurt by religious folk, some have terrible sins to hide, and others are just hardheaded and stubborn (and need to be told). But whatever the case, to go where you need to go and deal with the issues you need to deal with, you will need to gain the trust that is given only to a genuine friend.

You may be wondering exactly how to do this. Most Christians don’t know a lot of lost people and rarely spend time with non-Christians, so they are not sure who to target or how long the process of friend-making should take. If you find yourself in this situation, here are some helpful guidelines as you attempt to take this initial step. First, select anyone with whom you have ongoing contact as a prospect for an evangelistic friendship. Consider neighbors, friends, coworkers, schoolmates, dorm mates, customers, or family members as potential candidates. Bingo partners, the waitress at your favorite restaurant, the tall kid in math class, your son’s little league coach—all of these are examples of opportunities we often overlook.

You may be thinking that making a friend will take a long time, but it doesn’t have to. The process of earning trust and becoming a friend need not take years. When I say a “friend,” I don’t mean that limited number of people you might consider your lifelong, true, dyed-in-the-wool, do-anything-for-you friends. These are truly rare. What I mean is someone who likes you, trusts you, and is more than a mere acquaintance, what you might call a “buddy” or “girlfriend.” This kind of a friendship can be developed in a matter of weeks.

The BUDDI System

It isn’t always obvious how to initiate and develop a friendship with those around us. It can be intimidating, especially in the beginning. The BUDDI System (pronounced “buddy”), outlined below, lays out five helpful steps to developing friendships with the lost. Begin putting these ideas into practice, and you’ll be a professional friend-maker in no time.

1. Befriend: Make an initial acquaintance. This is sometimes the hardest part. Here are some ideas about how to do this:



•Talk to a new friend in your high school biology class.

•When you check the mail, walk over and say hello to your neighbor when he pulls into the driveway.

•Introduce yourself to a stranger in your college dorm.



Remember, you’re just trying to introduce yourself. There’s no religious discussion involved, and no commitments of any type. You just want to chat, get to know them a little, and remember their name for later (and start praying for them). I know you may be a little scared, but all you have to do is be yourself. Once you take the first step, you’ll see how easy it really is.

2. Uncover: Learn more about them over time. Once you’ve introduced yourself, you can start to uncover more about them as time goes by. This is important for two reasons. First, you want to be their friend; in order to do this, you need to become more familiar with their lives. Second, later, when you’re trying to engage them spiritually, the information you learn here will be essential.

Here are three categories of information you need to acquire during this step.


•Personal: You want to know about your new friend’s personal life. Here are a few things you can ask to help get to know them:

◊Where were you born/raised?

◊What’s your favorite video game?

◊What do you like to do in your spare time?

◊What is your favorite movie? TV show?

◊Are you a sports fan? Who do you like?

•Family: You want to learn about their family, as well. Here are a few specifics to ask about:

◊Do you have brothers and sisters?

◊Are you married? How long?

◊Do you have children? Ages? Locations?

◊Where do your parents live?


•Spiritual background and barriers: Eventually, you’ll want to learn about their past experiences with religion, spirituality, and Christianity, as well as any barriers they may have to faith in Jesus. I’ll cover this topic in detail in the next chapter, so, for right now, just keep in mind that spiritual questions flow nicely right after family questions.



asking good questions

Before we move on to the next step of the BUDDI System, let’s discuss a critical part of becoming a true friend: learning to ask good questions. Much of our anxiety related to getting to know new people comes from the fact that we don’t always know what to say to a stranger. Use the questions listed above when you first meet someone, and you’ll find you’re well on your way. In addition, you can use the following question-asking tools to keep the conversation moving.


•Follow-the-answer principle. After you ask a question, ask another question related to the answer. Here’s an example:

◊Q: So are you driving yet? A: Yeah, my dad just got me a car.

◊Q: Cool. What kind of car? A: An old mustang.

◊Q: What color is it? A: Red, but it really needs a new paint job.

•Tell-me-about-that principle. In this approach, you follow any answer with the statement, “Tell me about that” (or something similar). Here’s an example:

◊Q: Where are you from? A: Boston.

◊Q: Tell me about Boston. A: Boston was cold!

◊Q: What took you to Boston? A: My dad was in the military.

◊Q: Tell me about growing up in a military family.

•How’d-you-like-that principle. Here you follow any answer with the question, “How’d you like that?” (or something similar). Here’s how it would work:


◊Q: So you picked a major yet? A: Yeah, chemistry.

◊Q: How do you like it? A: It’s okay. A lot of math.

◊Q: And you don’t like math? A: I do, but I didn’t expect so much of it with a chemistry major.



3. Dine: There is no better way to open the doors of the heart than to share a meal with someone. In my experience, there is no better path to friendship—and ultimately meaningful spiritual interaction—than this.

Here, you can either have your friend over to your home or apartment for dinner, or you can meet them at a restaurant and share a meal. In either case, don’t invite them until you’ve had a few chances to interact with them and learn something about them. Also, if you have them over to your place, don’t go overboard on dinner. You don’t need to pull out the fine China and serve the Roast Beast. Keep it simple; it will be a lot easier for you, and a lot more comfortable for them. Also remember that spiritual conversation is not required here. In fact, the first couple of occasions you want to tread very lightly where this is concerned. Your first goal should be to become their friend (their real friend). Spiritual things will come later. Relax, have fun, laugh a lot. No pressure on you or your guest.

4. Do: Other than dinner, this is the best. When you find out what your friend likes to do, do it with them. Fishing, golfing, scrapbooking, gaming—the field is wide open. Take the time and initiative to engage them in activities that are fun and interesting to them. After your friendship is solid, these events will become little mission trips for you.

5. Improve: As you get to know more people and call more of them your friends, trials will inevitably come up in their lives. Be available to help them when they need you or when they’re hurting. Give them a ride home after cheerleading practice; call them to check on their sick mother-in-law; take them a dish after their baby is born; clean their side of the dorm when they don’t feel well. If you’re paying attention, the opportunities will be limitless.








	BUDDI System Summary



	Letter
	Name
	Description



	B
	Befriend
	Make an acquaintance



	U
	Uncover
	Learn about your friend



	D
	Dine
	Have dinner with your friend



	D
	Do
	Do things they like with them



	I
	Improve
	Help them when they need it




Wrapping Up

Sometimes the hardest part about sharing your faith is getting to know the people who don’t know Jesus. If you’ll put into practice the simple things listed in this chapter, you’ll quickly have a host of new friends God will use you to influence. Now, let’s move on to the next step of our process, Educate. Here we’ll learn how to understand the spiritual background and barriers of those around us.






11. Educate: Identifying Barriers to Belief

The devil is an expert marketer. Fifth Avenue’s best are no match for him when it comes to promoting his product: lies. From television programs to the university and high school classroom, his message is pervasive and deadly. And what is that message? Simple: the Bible isn’t true.

Whether it’s “The Universe” on the History Channel promoting a false history of the world, Dan Brown’s novels questioning the trustworthiness of the gospels, or Oprah Winfrey’s New Age “god is in everyone” heresy, Christians and non-Christians alike are immersed in doubt-inspiring propaganda from every corner of our society. In order to help our friends believe the gospel, we must first uncover the things that hinder their full acceptance of our message—their spiritual background and barriers.

Spiritual Background Defined

Spiritual background is defined as a lost person’s past religious experiences and present religious beliefs that affect their receptivity to the gospel. Everyone has a belief system they’ve formed over their lifetime to make sense out of reality, even if they don’t believe in God or go to a church on Sunday. In order to lead them into the kingdom, therefore, we first need to understand their spiritual history and uncover their present beliefs. Here are some categories of information you’ll want to discover at this stage:


•Was their family Christian, atheist, agnostic, Muslim, Hindu, New Age, or something else?

•Did they go to church growing up? If so, where and what kind?

•Was their parents’ faith real? Was it more than just a Sunday morning thing?

•Have they attended church as an adult?

•What are their present beliefs about truth, God, Jesus, the Bible, heaven and hell, and life after death?



This information will be critical later when you attempt to get them past their issues to the cross of Christ. If you don’t really understand where they’re coming from spiritually, you’ll struggle to give them answers that connect with them. You can gather this information by using some of the questions listed later in this chapter.

Spiritual Barriers Defined

A spiritual barrier is any objection that must be overcome before a person will commit fully to becoming a disciple of Jesus. Here are some of the things you’ll want to uncover here:


•Of what are they skeptical? Religion, hypocrites, truth, the Bible, Jesus, God, or something else?

•Why are they skeptical? What are their specific issues?

•What are their questions about Christianity and its teachings?

•What are their misunderstandings about Christianity and its teachings?

•What is keeping them from trusting the Bible and believing the gospel?



Barriers are revealed when you start to ask about their spiritual background and present beliefs (previous section). When your friend begins to talk about his background (religious or non-religious) and his present beliefs, he will also be revealing his barriers to trusting in Christ. All you have to do is listen carefully and compare his answers to the biblical truth you already know. That comparison will highlight key areas of concern and the objections you must overcome. Let me give you an example.


Let’s say I’m talking to a person for the first time, and I transition our conversation to spiritual things. As we move through the discussion, I ask her about her background and present beliefs. Based on my simple questions, I learn the following:


•She was raised in a Methodist church.

•Her parents were not really religious people; they just went to church on Sunday.

•She left the church after entering college and now attends a Universalist church (everybody is saved).

•She believes in the Great Entity (this is “god” to her).

•She doesn’t believe in hell.

•She believes all religions are equally valid.

•She thinks the Bible is full of errors and contradictions.



Just by letting her talk about her religious past and present beliefs, I have learned most of what I need to know to move on to the next step of the REAP process. I don’t have to ask her directly why she doesn’t believe in Jesus or the Bible, though I certainly can; she may just tell me on her own. Of course, this information may stir me to ask other questions, but the point is, I get both things I’m looking for with one set of questions.

So, what kinds of questions should I be asking?

Common Questions to Identify
Background and Barriers

Here are some questions you can use to uncover the spiritual background and barriers of your lost friend.

General Questions: Ask these to get your friend talking about their religious past and present beliefs. These make for good questions at the beginning of a spiritual discussion.


•Is your family a spiritual family?

•Are you a spiritual person?

•What are your beliefs about God?

•Are you a “church-going” person?

•Tell me what you believe about heaven and hell.


•What are your views on religion?

•Tell me what you believe about Jesus.



Specific Questions: These are follow-up questions you can use to get more detailed information on important spiritual subjects. Use them to drill down in areas of concern or to clarify statements made to a general question (above).


God

•Do you believe in God?

•What is God to you?

•Can we know God?

The Bible

•What do you think of the Bible?

•Do you think the Bible is “God’s Word”?

•Is the Bible true?

Jesus

•Who is Jesus to you?

•Why did Jesus die?

•Do you think Jesus was God?

Salvation

•What is “salvation” to you?

•What is “sin” to you?

•How does a person remove his or her sin?

Truth

•Can we know truth?

•How can we know truth?

•Is there absolute truth?

Church

•Do you go to church now?

•What kind of experiences have you had in the church?

•Why have you given up on church?



How do you know when you’ve got a problem? I can’t give you an exact rule here, but, in general, when a person’s beliefs reject a major biblical teaching, a red flag should go up. Major teachings include the existence of God, the nature of God (triune, personal, knowable, creator, judge), the existence of truth, the reliability of Scripture, the deity of Jesus, the exclusivity of Jesus, the existence of heaven and hell, the reality of miracles, and salvation by faith in Christ alone. I’m sure you can think of others, but this is a broad-brush list that will get you started.

You can also tell you’ve got a problem based on the types of answers you get. If you get one or more of the following types of responses, you have some work to do before you can get them to the cross.


God

•I don’t believe in God.

•God is in all of us.

•God wouldn’t send anyone to hell.

•I don’t know if there is a God or not.

Bible

•The Bible is a good book, but it was written by men.

•The Bible has been copied so many times—how can you trust it?

•The Bible is full of mythology.

•The Bible is full of contradictions and errors.

Jesus

•Jesus was a good person, but he wasn’t God’s Son.

•Jesus died to show us an example of sacrifice.

•We don’t even know if Jesus ever lived.

•Jesus never claimed to be God.

Salvation

•I’m basically a good person, so I’ll go to heaven.

•If it’s wrong to you, it’s sin.

•There is no afterlife.

•God wouldn’t send anyone to hell.


Truth

•That may be true for you, but not for me.

•How do you know you’re right and I’m wrong?

•It doesn’t matter what you believe as long as you love others.

Church

•I don’t believe in organized religion.

•I think all religions are the same.

•All Christians are hypocrites.

•All religions lead to the same God.



Pointers

Let me give you a few pointers where gathering this information is concerned. These are practical suggestions I’ve picked up over the years that may help you as you begin.

1. Move through a progression in your questions. In other words, as soon as you meet someone don’t just blurt out something like, “So, you a spiritual guy, Bob?” It is much more natural—and less in-your-face—to lead up to that question. Start with personal questions and then move to family questions. From family questions transition to spiritual questions.

2. Pick a transition question and use it as often as you can. You want to develop a pattern in your questions so you can get comfortable and come off as natural as possible. I like to use one like, “Was your family a spiritual family?” or, “Is your family a spiritual family?”

3. Get the big picture before you start answering. Find out what your friend believes in at least the first four areas listed in the Specific Questions section (God, the Bible, Jesus, and Salvation) before you try to respond. Don’t jump to conclusions and start giving answers with only partial information.

4. Ask clarifying questions. You’ll be tempted from the outset to start answering their questions or arguing against their beliefs right away. Resist that temptation. Relax and make sure you really understand what they’re saying. When they say they believe the Bible has errors, ask them which ones they are referring to. When they say they don’t believe in hell, ask them why. You are trying to fully understand their thinking so you can truly bring light to bear on their situation.

5. Gather this information in a conversation, not an interrogation. You must practice having a conversation with your friend. You are not a highly paid attorney on a capital murder case. Ask questions and listen. Be interested. Smile. Ask more questions. Listen some more. Remember, you’re just talking with a buddy or girlfriend.

6. This conversation may happen in installments. You may start your discussion at lunch break one day, get cut off, and finish it three weeks later. Be patient. God will arrange for another meeting. You’re in this for the long haul anyway, right?

The Next Step

Now that you understand some of your friend’s potential roadblocks, you can begin to address them. But how? That’s what the next chapter is all about. What is the most important issue to address? Where do I go for resources? What process should I follow? These questions and more will be covered in Chapter 12: Overcoming Barriers with Answers.






12. Answer: Overcoming Barriers with Answers

At this point you have asked a lot of questions and should have a good idea what your friend’s issues really are. But merely uncovering this information does not lead them closer to faith in Christ. You must now take the important step of giving them solid answers to the questions and issues they have.

What to Do When You Can’t Do Anymore

You may be reading this, thinking, Okay, I’m with you thus far. But I just can’t go any further. I can be a friend, ask better questions, entertain, and maybe figure out why my friend won’t believe. But I just can’t take the next step of getting into a deep discussion about their issues or presenting the gospel to them. Should I just give up, or are there other options for me?

First, let me give you some good news: You’re not alone! Many of us have this same struggle. Sometimes we feel like we don’t have the right gifts or skills to engage the person at the next level, the A and P of our acrostic. Other times, frankly, we’re just too scared. Yet we continue to feel a desire to be a part of God’s redemptive plan for those around us.

It’s all right to feel this way. You are not a disobedient disciple because you have this struggle. Don’t feel inferior or be down on yourself; our Father knows the intent of your heart, and he is overjoyed with your desire to please him through obedience. You should also be encouraged because there is a lot you can still do. You are and can continue to be a critical player in God’s purpose for your unsaved friends.

Whatever you do, don’t underestimate yourself. You may think your sense of fear or inadequacy is a sign that you’ve reached the limits of your abilities or calling. While possible, this may not be the case at all. Feeling fear or inadequacy coupled with a desire to do something despite your fears can be a sign to step out of your comfort zone and grow. Your gifts may be hidden or simply need further development through experience. In my own case, early on when I tried to evangelize, I experienced a tremendous amount of trepidation, and found myself ill-equipped to deal with the questions and objections of others. But there was something inside me pushing me to do it anyway. Over the years, I have learned how to do it better (which is what you are reading in this book) and have acquired, through a lot of hard work, many of the answers I need.

Whatever your reservations about the next step, it is important that you accomplish the plan up until this point. Develop friendships with the lost around you, understand their spiritual background, and identify their barriers to faith—those things we have outlined thus far. You may wonder what you can or cannot do after this, but if you are to be used in any significant way in their lives, you must be engaged to this point.

The key to fulfilling the next two steps (the A and P of our acrostic) could be to use the gifts of others to finish the process. You don’t have to know all the answers, just know the people who do; you don’t have to give an eloquent gospel presentation, just put them in front of someone who can. Here are a few ways to do this:


•Get input from your Christian leaders. Have a conversation with a wise Christian you trust about your friend, their background, and their issues. Get some ideas as to what to do next or how you should respond to a question or objection. Wise leaders can recommend strategy, share stories of similar experiences, and send you to resources you never knew existed.

•Give them a book, article, or website that addresses their issue. This is a low-pressure way to start overcoming their objection. The answers in this book are designed for this. They are one page each, easily fit on a standard piece of copy paper, and are written as if addressing a lost person. Also, make sure to review the resource yourself. You don’t have to know it all, just be familiar with it. After some time passes, make sure you follow up on the resource to see if they got anything out of it.

•Schedule an introduction to someone else. When your relationship is strong enough, you can ask your friend to have lunch with you and another Christian who can help you deal with their concerns. Make sure the Christian you invite is good with people, aware of the sensitivities of the lost, and knowledgeable in the issue at hand.

•Invite them to an appropriate event. Group events can be a real plus here. At any one time, there may be several events in your area that would address your friend’s issues. Make sure the event fits the need, and be sure not to take them to a high-powered evangelist unless it is appropriate at the time.



Whatever options you choose, never stop praying. Nothing can do what prayer can do. No matter where you are in the process, never stop interceding for spiritual change in their lives, success in your efforts, and wisdom to know what to do next.

You may think you can’t do much, but if you will step out of your comfort zone, you can still make an impact by following these simple guidelines. It isn’t important who does the work, only that the work gets done. Using your friendship as the foundation, and your Christian brothers and sisters as your resources, you can complete your task and see your friend become a genuine, radical disciple.

Where to Start

For those of you who are ready to take the next step and answer your friend’s questions, you may be wondering where to start. If your lost friends are anything like mine, they don’t just have one question keeping them from committing their lives to Christ; they have an entire basket! Many times when I am talking to my friends about spiritual things, my mind nearly spins off its axis trying to keep up with all of the issues they have. You have probably had this experience as well. Before we can take any action to overcome these barriers, we must first decide which particular question or group of questions to address.

The best place to start is to prioritize the issues based on either their importance from a theological standpoint or importance to them personally. Obviously, whether or not the Bible has been corrupted by man is a more important issue than whether or not Moses was the author of Genesis; if the person brings up hypocrisy five times and Cain’s wife only once, you may want to attack the hypocrisy issue first.

As you consider what your priorities should be, remember never to get caught up in trivial matters. Things like the trustworthiness and validity of Scripture; key gospel concepts, like sin, judgment, and forgiveness; the deity and resurrection of Jesus; and key elements of God’s nature and character are where you should spend your time. Make it your habit to major on the majors, and never to get caught up in secondary matters.

On a related note, don’t feel like you have to answer every question that presents itself. What you want to do is pick a few foundational issues, address them, and move on to the gospel.






	Deciding which Question to Answer



	1.Prioritize by theological importance




	2.Prioritize by importance to them




	3.Don’t get hung up on trivial matters




	4.Don’t try to answer every question





Go on the offensive instead?

Our natural inclination when we hear objections to the truth of Christianity is to begin defending our faith first. This is certainly a valid approach, and can be very successful. But you could also begin your response by pointing out the weaknesses in the skeptic’s belief system. Doing so can cause your friend to doubt his own beliefs and give your arguments, once you make them, more impact. For example, let’s say your friend believes that evolution is true and, therefore, Christianity is not. Most of us would start by defending our faith, but our arguments may have more impact if we show some discipline and put our friend on his heels first. You could do this by mentioning the weaknesses of evolutionary theory (see Chapter 6: Science Questions) and then moving on to defend the Bible’s true history of the world.

Giving an Answer

Once you have settled on the question you want to overcome, here’s a simple process to work through to bring a solid answer.

1. Understand the issue. Make sure you understand exactly what the person is saying before you start answering, and never jump to conclusions. I’ve wasted a lot of energy giving an answer only to find out I really didn’t understand the nuance of the person’s question.

2. Research the issue. If you don’t know the answer when the question comes up, be honest. Promise to bring back a good answer in the future. Then go and research the question. If you get stuck, reach out to a Christian friend or pastor for advice. Also, be sure to bathe the entire process in prayer. See Part 1 of this book for answers to common questions.

3. Share the information. When you have the answer, organize it in your mind or write it down on paper so you can clearly communicate it. Think through any objections you may get and how to respond. When you give the answer, if another question comes up you can’t answer, again, be honest. Go get the answer and come back; don’t just start babbling. In the long-term, you’ll have more credibility with your friend, and you’ll learn more yourself. Finally, be sure to leave them something to read so they can investigate the issue in more detail later.

You have several options when it comes time to give the answer to your friend. You can schedule another meeting with them and share it in person, or you could send them something (like an e-mail response, article, book, or weblink) and then set a follow-up meeting to discuss what you sent. Another option, if you think the discussion could be a lengthy one (this happens during the gospel hardened and gospel open stages in particular), agree with your friend to have an ongoing dialogue about the subject over e-mail. Also, as I mentioned in the last chapter, you can invite them to an event that addresses their issue, if one is available.

4. Drive to the Bible at a minimum, the cross if at all possible. Remember, our goal is not to win an argument but to remove barriers so the person can believe. Therefore, think through how you can transition from the question at hand to the authority and reliability of the Bible or to Jesus Christ and salvation. We don’t want to get bogged down trying to answer every question and never get to the core issue. Spend the time needed on the question at hand, but at some point drive them to the truth of Christianity.

Here’s an example. Let’s say my friend has an issue with the errors in the New Testament manuscripts. First I need to give him the answer to his question. In short, although the New Testament documents aren’t perfect, they are the most well-preserved documents in the world (see Bible Questions in Chapter 4). Then, I could say something like this, “So, though many people doubt the Bible because they think it isn’t reliable, the reality is just the opposite. And this is what we’d expect if the Bible is what it claims to be—inspired and preserved by God. The Bible also tells us about Jesus Christ and what he did for mankind when he died on the cross.”

5. Plan the next step. After the meeting, spend some time thinking through how you can engage the person again in the future. Now that you’ve dealt with this issue, what is the logical next step in the discussion?

Conclusion

Giving answers is an essential part of expanding the kingdom of God. By understanding the issues our friends have, researching those issues, and presenting truth in a compelling and loving way, we can overcome their objections and see true transformation in their lives. Now for the final leg of our strategy, the P of our acrostic—Present, sharing the gospel in a relevant and impactful way.






13. Present: Sharing the Gospel

The word gospel means “good news” or “good message.” Something new that is good or something new that brings good—this is what the gospel is all about. Jesus, of course, is at the center of the good news of the Bible.

You can look at the biblical good news as having three parts. First, there are the benefits. These are the good things that come our way through Jesus. The New Testament gives us many benefits that result from his coming into our world. The promise of deliverance from struggle, escape from the wrath of God, spiritual light and wisdom, and entry into the paradise of God are but a few examples of the positive impact of Christ’s life.

Then there is the root cause. The root cause is that which Jesus did to bring about the good results mentioned above. Whereas the benefits are many and varied, the root cause can be summarized in just two words: the cross.

Finally, there is the activating action. This is the action a person must take when they hear the gospel in order to make its benefits personally applicable. It’s what I must do to be saved and have all of the gospel’s benefits applied to me. Like the root cause, this aspect of the gospel is succinct and can be boiled down to just one word: believe.

When we share the gospel, we should be sharing all of its elements: the benefits, the root cause, and the activating action. Equipping you to do this is the goal of this chapter.

Gospel Benefits

In the following paragraphs, I will list and explain three benefits of the gospel. When it is time to present the gospel, pick one that applies to your friend’s circumstances and share it with them. The first two benefits will apply only in certain situations; the last is universal and will apply to everyone at all times.

I. Jesus, deliverer from trial and struggle

The down, the struggling, the hurting—these types of people were the Savior’s favorite target. Those who were the most open to his message were also those who were the most impacted by the cruel turns of life. It is no different today. Trials have a way of breaking our arrogance and revealing our frailty and need. If you become a genuine friend to the lost around you, you will absolutely, positively see them go through a trial. And when you do, this may be the best benefit to share.

A God who cares

There are two ways to approach sharing the good news when your friend is in a trial. First, you could simply introduce God as someone who cares. You and I may have a hard time understanding this, but there are a growing number of people who don’t think of God as a personal being who cares for them and desires to help in their lives. So, even though it may not seem like a lot, you can move someone along their path to salvation by simply pointing out that God is interested in their lives and cares for them.

I have a friend in Moldova (near Ukraine in the former Soviet Union) named Eugene. A wonderful Christian man, Eugene organizes outreach efforts for Campus Crusade for Christ in that country. When he tells the story of his conversion, he doesn’t begin with Jesus; he begins with God. He says he found himself in need one day and, for some reason, prayed to God for help. God answered his prayer. So he prayed again, and again God answered. This happened over and over until it softened his heart to receive the gospel when he heard it.

Jesus who delivers

You can introduce your friend to a God who cares, or you can be more specific and introduce them to the Lord Jesus Christ, who promises to deliver them completely from what troubles them. Jesus often presented himself as the supreme answer to the ailments of life. Setting forth this benefit to your friends simply means telling them what he promises to do for them in the future. Before we list specific examples, let me say a few things about Christ’s promises where trials are concerned.

It is important to remember that complete deliverance is promised only in the eternal state, not in the here-and-now. This is the promise we can make confidently and without reservation. The examples of immediate deliverance are meant to point to the reality of full healing in the eternal state. Also, though miraculous deliverances are possible today, they are not promised in every case, and, in fact, are rare. Hence, never promise someone a miracle as a solution to their situation. Furthermore, contrary to popular belief, trials are actually good and are God’s instruments for transforming our character. As such, they are not always removed, even when we trust in him. Therefore, do not promise that God will always take away the trial, but that he will always give strength to endure it, bring good from it, and bring it to an end at the right time.

Here are five troubles from which Jesus has promised ultimate deliverance. The first four come from his proclamation in Luke 4:18, and the last from his promise in John 11:25–26.

1. Deliverance from earthly poverty to kingdom riches. “The Spirit of the Lord…has anointed me…to preach good news to the poor.” The good news for the poor is that God’s riches can be theirs through Christ. “Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God,” announced Jesus in Luke 6:20. Jesus came to act on behalf of the poor so that they could call the kingdom of God their own, presently as a promised possession and at the end of the age as a physical reality. So, though stricken with poverty now, they can, by believing in him, call all that God has their own.

When the Lord leads you to someone struggling in this way, share this great benefit with them. You might say, “Sally, I know you and George are struggling financially, and I know it seems that there is no hope you’ll ever get out of this hole. But there is a person who has promised to give you the greatest riches ever. Jesus said he would give God’s riches to all who trust in him.”

2. Delivery from enslavement to freedom. “He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners.” Enslaved is a word that describes the human predicament perhaps better than any other. Although many endure the bonds of physical prisons, many more bear the shackles of spiritual ones. Christ promises eventual autonomy from all manner of enslavement, whether through human or spiritual powers. This freedom, which begins at faith in him, will find its consummation in the eternal state. Make sure your friends with addictions (like pornography, alcohol, or drugs), those in abusive marriages, or those bound by prostitution encounter this liberating message.

You might use these words, “Susan, there is someone who has promised to bring an end to this abuse…forever. Not only will he help you now, but he will also take you to a place where abusive relationships no longer exist. That person is Jesus Christ.”

3. Delivery from blindness to sight. “He has sent me for recovery of sight for the blind.” Of course Jesus did literally heal the blind on the spot on several occasions, but it is hard to overlook the larger spiritual significance of his words. Physical blindness, as heartbreaking as it is, is no match for the tragedy of spiritual blindness. Jesus promised genuine spiritual sight, with all of its rich benefits, to all of those who would follow him.

Those who worship a false god, those who need wisdom for life (kids, marriage, work, relationships), those who are bound by a cult, and those who are plagued with life’s deep questions—don’t withhold the blessing of sight from these types of souls who need it most. Try a statement like this, “Don, it looks like you need someone to show you which way to go. You’ve tried your ways, but they’ve only made things worse. You’ve tried the advice of friends, yet they haven’t helped either. But there is a man who promises to give us real wisdom if we ask. His name is Jesus Christ.”

4. Delivery from abuse to love. “He has sent me to release the oppressed.” To those favored to cross his path, Jesus offered love and tenderness, while others offered only cruelty and manipulation. His appearance in time was intended to apply the healing only the Father’s love could convey. Every day in our world children are abused, wives deserted, employees exploited; people are oppressed because of their color, sex, income, and every other conceivable reason. Consequently, countless souls for whom Christ died see no value in themselves and no love in their future. As you encounter those with this kind of need, don’t hesitate to bring them to the loving Jesus.

“Phil,” you might say, “you haven’t seen a lot of real love, not from your father, not from your mother, not even from your friends. I know how heartbroken you must feel. But there is someone who has always loved you and who wants to show you even more love. His name is Jesus Christ.”

5. Delivery from the grave to the second life. “He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die.” In this situation, Jesus was faced with a family who had just lost a loved one, Lazarus. In the exchange with Lazarus’s sister, Martha, Jesus dispenses the most profound benefit of his gospel: resurrection from the dead. In so doing, he gave incredible comfort to all who will die or lose loved ones to death. There is another life, Jesus is saying; death is not the end of the story. Deliver this message to those around you when they face sickness and death.

You could approach your friend like this, “Bobby, I know you lost your brother a few weeks ago, and I know what effect it’s had on you. You’re probably thinking about your own mortality more these days too. But did you know that there is a person who promises life after death? Jesus Christ said, ‘Whoever lives and believes in me will never die.’”

II. Jesus, the giver of meaning and purpose

No Christ, no meaning. No Christ, no purpose. That’s the hard truth about this life. Without Yeshua, there is no God to love our souls, no afterlife to revive our bodies, no forgiveness to ease our consciences, and no purpose to gather our passions—only loneliness, only darkness, only death.

People know this whether they can articulate it as such or not. I was talking with a man named Al once at a local home improvement center. He shared with me how that, at his age (he was in his late fifties), most of his relatives and family were dying off; the only one left was his father, who was eighty-five. When I asked him if he was a religious person, he told me this: “No, I’m not a religious person. I’m no better than a cockroach crawling across the floor. When I die, ‘poof,’ that will be it for me.” Without the Messiah, Al is absolutely right—we’re all simply cockroaches doomed to a life of pointless labor, one day simply to vanish into the dust. But because Jesus has come, accomplished his magnificent works, and made his tremendous promises, there is reason to live.

Try words like these, “Taylor, I can tell you’re a person who wants his life to mean something. And lately it seems you’re looking for a greater purpose. There is a person who can give you the type of meaning you’re looking for. His name is Jesus Christ.”

III. Jesus, the escape from the fires of hell

Hell, don’t be afraid to talk about it. Jesus did. In fact, he talked about it more than he talked about heaven. One writer commented, “The knowledge of hell comes almost exclusively from the teachings of Christ, who spoke emphatically on the subject on a number of occasions.”72 Some people cannot be persuaded by the positive benefits of Christ’s gospel, so we must be willing to take them down a more difficult and dark path: the fearful reality of hell.


Hell is the place where God justly punishes those who have no covering for their sin. It is called “the fiery furnace” (Matt. 13:42), “the darkness” (Matt. 8:12), “the fire of hell” (Matt. 18:8, 9), and is said to be worse than death itself (Matt. 10:28). According to the apostle Paul, it is a place where God’s wrath is released without reservation, resulting in “trouble and distress for every human being who does evil” (Rom. 2:8–9). Without question, it is both a very real and a very awful place, and, according to the Bible, a place to which all humanity is destined without Christ. To quote Paul again, Jesus is the one who “rescues us from the coming wrath” (1 Thess. 1:10). Therefore, use this gospel benefit without fear or hesitation.

“Shane,” you could say, “I know you think you’re young and invincible. You usually don’t think about the future that much. But have you given any thought to what will happen to you after death? The Bible says there’s a heaven and a hell. Hell is a place where [describe from above]. What if that’s where you’ll go when you die? Would you like to know how to escape that possibility?”

Cut-to-the-Chase Question

There may be occasions when you don’t have time to ferret out specific benefits that apply to your friend. You might just want to cut to the chase and focus on the core gospel message. If so, there’s a helpful question you can ask to focus in on a person’s standing before God. It goes something like this: “If you died today and stood before God and he asked you, ‘Why should I allow you into heaven?’ what would you say?”

You’ll get a variety of answers to this query, but most of them will go something like this, “I’m a good person. I’ve tried to help others, and I haven’t murdered or raped anybody. So I should go to heaven.” You see, most people think they’re good enough to make it on their own. But, as we know, nobody is.

After your friend’s response, go directly to the root cause and activating action. You could say something like, “Yes, Jeff, it’s good that you’re trying to live a good life. But what if that isn’t good enough? Did you know the Bible says that no one can be right with God by doing good?” [Then walk through the root cause and activating action.]

The Benefits Are Complete

So far we’ve outlined three benefits of the gospel that you can share with your friends as applicable. If you have followed the REAP process up to this point, the benefit you should apply will manifest itself fairly easily. But no matter which one you choose to share, you also need to tell your friend how this great benefit came about.

The Root Cause

Imagine all of the benefits of the gospel as the upper portion of a funnel; these benefits flow toward the spout, which in our case, consists of the root cause and activating action. Since we’ve discussed the benefits at length, let’s discuss the items in the lower portion, starting with the root cause of gospel blessings.

As indicated earlier, the root cause of the innumerable benefits of the gospel is the cross of Jesus Christ. Ultimately, mankind suffers from a broken relationship with their Creator. Instead of having full access to his life, power, and blessings (which bring joy, peace, and hope), we have been banished from him, separated by the immense barrier of our sin.

It is God’s nature to hate and reject sin. It is an irreversible, permanent part of who he is. Therefore, it is impossible for him to accept anything but moral perfection in his creatures. This does not mean he’s unfair or arbitrary; it means he’s pure, holy, and separate in his perfections as a moral being. In order for us to come back into his favor and receive the great benefits of knowing him, the roadblock of our sin must be overcome.

Another way to look at this roadblock is as a personal debt. Whenever we sin against someone, we incur a debt to them. If you’ve ever heard a criminal say, “I’ve paid my debt to society,” you’re familiar with this concept. What the criminal is acknowledging in this statement is that he has wronged society (by sinning against it) and, therefore, has incurred a debt to that society. In order for him to be “right” with society again, he must pay his debt. Prison is one way to do that. However, some debts are so great that they are called “capital” crimes and require the person’s life as payment.

In the same way, when we wrong God through sin, we too incur a debt. Unlike crimes against people or society, though, all crimes against God are capital crimes and demand the life of the criminal as payment. In God’s system, therefore, we are all on death row. For our debt to be erased, God must act on our behalf; we cannot do it ourselves—it is impossible for us. So God, who loves us unconditionally, has set a plan in motion to pay our debt. This is where Jesus Christ and the cross come in.

In the end, what Jesus has done is healed the relationship between us and God by paying our debt. Now we do not have to suffer our punishment, and God again can be fully engaged on our behalf to bring life to completion in perfect happiness.

To put it in personal terms, Jesus Christ lived the life I could not live—without immorality—to die the death I dared not die—the crucifixion—to pay the debt I shall myself never remove—my sin. On the cross, Jesus willingly gave up his life as my debt payment so that God’s justice could be satisfied and his love and kindness flow freely to me again. God accepted Jesus as my substitute and confirmed it by resurrecting him from the dead.

Before we move on, let’s summarize the elements of the root cause of gospel benefits:


•We have a broken relationship with God caused by sin.

•We owe a debt to God for our sin that we cannot repay.

•God has acted on our behalf through Jesus Christ.

•Jesus Christ has:

◊Lived the life we could not live, without sin.


◊Died to remove the barrier between us and God by paying our debt on the cross.



The Activating Action

Having shared the benefits of Jesus’ life and articulated the root cause of his benefits, it is now time to explain the activating action, the way in which we make the gospel benefits apply to us. The word that best characterizes this action is believe.

Regardless of the particular benefit you seek, the way you make the gospel message apply to you is to believe, or trust, the content of the message. More than simply accepting certain facts as true, believing in Christ is also putting trust in those facts, relying on them at risk to one’s self. When we believe the gospel, we trust that Jesus did what the Scriptures say—that he lived for us, that he died to remove the barrier between us and God, and that he rose again after three days to confirm what he had accomplished. Furthermore, as we now understand the horrible impact of our sin on our relationship with God, we repent, or mentally turn from our sin, seek God’s forgiveness, and willingly commit our lives to his service.

When we make this conscious choice, many things happen. We are instantly forgiven and our debt is erased. We are adopted by God as his true child. Our names are written in the book of salvation (called the Lamb’s Book of Life), and we instantly become heirs of all of Christ’s promises. Moreover, God begins to work in us to change us into the pattern of Christ’s character and to use us to bring about good in the world.

Let’s me summarize the elements of the activating action:


•To be saved, we must believe, or trust, the content of the gospel.

•Trusting means we don’t just accept certain facts, but trust in them at risk to ourselves.

◊We trust that Jesus did as the Scriptures say.

◊We stop trusting that we are good enough or that any idol can save us.


•We repent of our sin.

•We willingly commit to Christ’s service.



Asking Them to Believe

You’ve shared the three parts of the gospel, and now it’s time to ask your friend to believe. How do you do this? Before I answer that, let me remind you that you are not responsible for their answer; God is. Ultimately the Lord brings men and women to faith, not you and me (Matt. 11:25–27, John 12:32, Eph. 2:8–9). Also, before you ask them to believe, make sure they understand all that you have told them. You might ask a question like, “Do you understand what I’ve said thus far?”

When you’re sure they understand, ask them to believe. It is as simple as saying, “Do you believe Jesus Christ can do this for you?” or “Do you want Christ to do this for you?” or “Do you want to trust Christ?” When they have expressed a desire to believe, tell them how to formally ask God to save them. You can pray with them, or, if they seem uncomfortable, tell them what to pray later in private. Here are the essential elements of the prayer: a) I want to be delivered, b) I believe Jesus died to deliver me, pay for my sin, and make me right with God, c) I repent of my sin, and d) I give my life to Christ.

What if they say no?

What if they don’t want to believe? What do I do then? First, find out exactly why they don’t believe. Ask a question like, “What exactly do you not believe?” or “Why do you not believe?” Listen carefully to their response, and ask clarifying questions if necessary; make sure you understand their specific issues. Then proceed to address their concerns. You may need to clear up misunderstandings, overcome existing or new barriers, or clarify previous points. In any case, deal with the issues, summarize the gospel, and ask them to believe again.

What if they still won’t believe? What do I do then? Whatever you do, don’t get mad! End the conversation on a friendly note and leave the door open for future discussion. You never want to make it impossible to talk to them later because of something you said in anger or frustration. Continue developing your friendship outside of spiritual things, and keep praying for God’s activity in their lives.

It May Be Time to Move On

In the end, if they don’t want to believe, your relationship may change. You’ve laid it on the line with them, and they may react in a negative way. Don’t forget, there is something inside of all of us that hates God and resists Christ. After you’ve spoken so boldly for him, you may be the object of that disdain.

Keep working on them. Be friendly, pray for them, and look for future open doors, but if you sense their attitude has changed toward you, it may be an indication that your work with them has come to an end. Your love for them will not change (your friendship was not fake), but in terms of the time you have to focus on them for the sake of the gospel, you may be forced to curtail it. Free your conscience to move on to a new friend and focus your energy there. But don’t be discouraged. Your boldness, courage, and words have made an impact on their life. Have faith in God; he will bring fruit from your efforts in his own time in ways you cannot predict.

Conclusion

The gospel is a world-changing message. Its three parts—benefits, root cause, and activating action—when presented at the right time and in the power of the Spirit, can radically alter the lives of those around us. As the Spirit leads you, present the benefits of the gospel with rich variation, explain the power of the cross, and detail how your friend can make those alluring benefits their very own.
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